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REPORT OF THE FOURTH TRIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


HELD IN JOHANNESBURG FROM TUESDAY TO THURSDAY 
26.-28. JANUARY 1943! 


At the University 

There were present Mr. Charles Christie, 
Retiring President (in the Chair), and 72 members 
and delegates. 


WELCOME BY THE MAYOR OF 
JOHANNESBURG 


The President received the Mayor of Johannes- 
burg, Mr. Lionel Leveson, and asked him to open 
the proceedings. 

The Mayor said: It is my pleasant duty this 
morning to open this triennial general meeting of 
the South African Library Association and to 
welcome to Johannesburg this body of librarians, 
bibliographers, library administrators, and others 
interested in the library movement. 

I am proud that Johannesburg has been chosen 
as the venue for this important educational 
conference. It is fitting that half of your meetings 
should be held in the University and half in the 
Public Library, because there is the closest colla- 
boration between these two institutions. The 
objects of the University and the Public Library 
are identical. They both exist for the development 
of better, more intelligent citizens and for the 
dissemination of knowledge, an activity of the 
most vital importance in a democratic State. 

Not very long ago Johannesburg was known as 
the home of a university without a library ; to-day 
we are proud of our University Library as we are 
also proud of our Public Library and of our 
specialist libraries. I think, when you have 
visited the various institutions included in our 
library system, you will agree that this city has 

' The Proceedings were reported by Mr. N. C. Gey 
van Pittius, and occupy 60 foolscap pages. To print 
the Report verbatim would fill this issue and the next. 
We have decided to print only extracts, usually consist- 
ing of what the proposer and seconder of a motion said, 


and the resolutions. The full Report may be borrowed 
from the Hon. Secretary. [Hon. Epitor] 


given much thought and consideration to these 
repositories of knowledge and that the Johannes- 
burg City Council has not been unmindful of the 
spiritual and cultural welfare of its people. 


One of the main objects of your Association is 
“to promote the establishment of libraries and in 
particular of free libraries for use by the public’. 
This would strike a visitor from another country 
as very strange. The principle of free libraries 
for all the people is now so widespread in all 
democratic countries that it should no longer be 
necessary to emphasize it. 

In library provision many parts of South 
Africa are still very backward. Many towns still 
cling to the subscription library and most South 
African libraries will serve only those able and 
willing to pay a cash deposit. I am proud to 
have been a member of the Committee of the 
Johannesburg Public Library when cash deposits 
were abolished. 1 can assure you that the increase 
in membership and growth in the use of the Lib- 
rary which followed the removal of this barrier 
astonished the Committee, and no less, I think, 
the Librarian who recommended it. 

Following the abolition of deposits and the 
making of the Library entirely free, the member- 
ship increased within the first year by over 40 per 
cent and in three years by well over 100 per cent. 
A still more surprising result of making the 
Library entirely free is that it has led to a much 
greater proportion of non-fiction being read by 
the borrowers. In the three years since the 
Library Committee recommended this step to the 
Council the reading of non-fiction books has 
increased by 97 per cent, fiction by 91 per cent, 
and Afrikaans by no less than 746 per cent. 

It was stated by a very distinguished South 
African when last you met in Johannesburg that 
South Africans are not readers. Much progress 
has been made in the provision of free libraries 
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since then, and it can now be confidently stated 
that South Africans of all sections of the com- 
munity are readers, and that they are on the 
average readers of a high standard of literature, 
and that where they are not readers it is because 
there is no properly organized library service. 

Many large sections of the people of South 
Africa are starved for books. Unfortunately those 
who suffer most from book-starvation are those 
who have most need of books, the dwellers in 
rural areas. A few of the bigger cities have from 
their own funds provided for the maintenance of 
an adequate library service, but no Province has 
provided sufficient for even a rudimentary service 
to the people of the country districts. If you by 
your efforts can move flint-hearted Provincial 
Councils to provide adequately for this most 
important amenity for the rural areas you will 
indeed have achieved something worth while. 
I wish you every success in this part of your work. 

I know that the war has brought special difficul- 
ties to librarians. Books have increased in price, 
supplies are difficult to obtain, continental books 
and publications have stopped coming altogether, 
and now you are having trouble in obtaining 
American books. 

With the reduction in book supply has come a 
greater need and an increased demand for your 
services. The growth of new industries has led 
to a demand for new technical knowledge ; the 
ever-changing kaleidoscope of the war has awake- 
ned a widespread interest in other countries and 
their peoples ; South Africa has become more and 
more dependent on its own resources. The 
knowledge and information stored in our libraries 
become of greater and greater value. 

Reading for recreation, too, has increased 
beyond all measure since the rationing of petrol 
has kept us at home ; and more and more people 
are turning to books for solace and refreshment. 

It is to be hoped that your deliberations at this 
conference will result in the resolving of some of 
your difficulties, and in the better co-ordination 
of the work of the various institutions which you 
represent. 

Before declaring your meeting opened, I should 
like to congratulate you all on the success which 
you have achieved in the collection of books for 
the fighting services. With the assistance of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, Toc H, the 
South African Women’s Auxiliary Services, the 
Red Cross, and other societies, and with mone- 
tary and other aid from private citizens, you have 
kept up a constant stream of books for the men 
and women in camps, for those fighting in North 


Africa, for the men on ships, for hospitals, and 
for prisoners of war. 

This work must have brought you great joy, 
done as it is in the knowledge that you are bright. 
ening the lives and relieving the tedium of days 
of inactivity for those who are. fighting for the 
democratic way of life, for that equality of oppor- 
tunity for which the public library is an example 
and a symbol. 

I now have much pleasure in declaring your 
meeting opened and in doing so I wish you 
a pleasant sojourn in Johannesburg. May you 
renew old friendships and make new ones, and, 
above all, may your deliberations prove fruitful 
in extending the boon of library service to an 
ever-increasing number of people. 

Mr. D. Niven (Librarian, Public Library, Bula- 
wayo): Your Worship, Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen: On behalf of the members of the 
South African Library Association I wish to 
express to you, Sir, our deep appreciation of the 
honour you have conferred on us by coming here 
this morning to open this general meeting. I wish 
to thank you, Sir, on behalf of the members of 
the Association, for your welcome to us, and for 
your inspiring address which I feel sets a standard 
for the rest of our proceedings throughout this 
meeting. I will ask the members to show their 
appreciation of your presence here this morning 
in the usual way. (Applause). 

The President: The Secretary asks me to intimate 
that people who have proxies should now have 
them registered, if they have not already done so. 

Our practice, as most of you know, is to allot 
to proposers ten minutes and other speakers three 
minutes, to dispose of amendments after discussion 
as far as possible, and to have amendments 
written out for the convenience of the Secretary. 

It is a privilege to express the great pleasure 
that we all feel at meeting together to-day. We 
miss the members who are serving, particularly 
Major W. G. Griffiths. We miss Mr. John Ross, 
who has retired and has thoroughly earned the 
retirement he is enjoying after many years of 
devoted service to the library movement. Perhaps 
you will authorize me to send him a message of 
goodwill on your behalf. (Hear, hear). We 
welcome Miss McIntyre, who is following in his 
footsteps in the Public Library, Kimberley. 

We regret the loss of Mr. James Mackay, who 
was for so many years Town Clerk of Germiston 
and for many years a staunch supporter of the 
Association. 

We ought really to have more lay supporters. 
Lay suppor is a very essential thing in this 
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Association. We do not always appreciate the fact 
that such support is very desirable. 

It is a pleasure to know that we have Mr. 
Maurice Freeman here to-day, and that he is 
Chairman of the Library Committee of the 
Johannesburg Public Library. Mr. M. G. 
Nicolson, of the State Library Board, Pretoria, 
is also attending this meeting. Miss G. Oppen- 
heim, of Bloemfontein, Mr. D. Niven, of Bula- 
wayo, and Mr. F. H. Rooke, of Durban, have 
undertaken long journeys to join us. 

The cause is far greater than any Provincial or 
any other interest. The things that divide and 
bother us fade into insignificance when viewed 
in the background of our mission. What is our 
mission? To lift the people from the curse of 
ignorance, the last and most formidable enemy of 
mankind; and you, ladies and gentlemen, you 
librarians, with the keys of the things of the mind 
in your keeping, are the most important section 
of the general staff in this great crusade. 

[On the proposition of Miss Anna Smith, Johan- 
nesburg, it was agreed that ten scrutineers be 
appointed for the ballot for the election of the 
Administrative Council, and that they should do 
their work in the evening. . 

The President announced that the following had 
been appointed scrutineers of the ballot for the 
election of the Administrative Council: Mr. 
J. J. Strasheim, Miss A. H. Smith, Miss C. Miles, 
Miss P. H. Isaacson, Mrs. A. J. Gear, Miss 
O. McDonald, Miss K. Christie, Miss M. E. 
Strang, Miss U. McCurdy, Miss F. Sandig, 
Miss J. Ogilvie, and Miss J. Scholefield]. 

Mr. D. Varley (Librarian, S.A. Public Library, 
Cape Town) : May I make a statement on behalf 
of the Cape Branch? The Mayor has kindly 
welcomed the delegates here. I have a message 
from the Cape Branch to the conference with all 
good wishes from them to you to-day; and in 
registering those proxies, which we have been 
asked to do, I want to make itclearthat on account 
of two reasons, distance and war-time conditions, 
it is not possible for more than three or four Cape 
members to be here to-day. I have, therefore, been 
asked by a number of people to represent their 
point of view and hold their proxies; but I do not 
intend to use those proxies unless they are called 
for by another member, or unless we are discussing 
something of particular interest to the Cape Branch. 


MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 


The. minutes of the previous meeting, held on 
18., 19., and 20. March 1940, were taken as read, 
and adopted. 
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ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 


The President: I should have liked to exercise 
my privilege of addressing you to-day by speaking 
on a topic like Literature and the Librarian, but 
I have refrained, for, odd as it may seem, such an 
address might touch on controversial questions. 
So I am playing for safety by recalling some 
aspects of the life of your distinguished citizen, 
Charles Murray. 

Charles Murray lived in Johannesburg, or on 
the Reef, barring the interlude of the South 
African War, from about 1891 to 1905. He was 
mine-surveying on the Ferreira, and, I think, 
the Worcester and the Wemmer, outcrop mines 
to the South of the town, long since worked out. 

Subsequently he was Manager of the York at 
Krugersdorp. After the South African War he 
was a Deputy-Inspector of Mines, then Registrar 
of Crown Titles, and, finally, for many years, 
Secretary for Public Works. There is some word 
of a biography of him, but nothing has been 
definitely settled so far as I know, and the 
admirable obituary record in The Star of 14. 
April 1941 provides the fullest, and, I should 
think, the best-informed story of his life and 
work that has appeared in South Africa or 
overseas. 

But it is not so much in Charles Murray, in 
the character of mining engineer, or Government 
official, that I can hope to interest you this 
morning. Murray was essentially a poet who has 
produced the finest Scottish dialect verse since 
Burns. Mr. Churchill quoted a line or two of it the 
other day in one of his speeches, and, wherever 
Scotsmen are gathered together, the name of the 
author of Hamewith is not taken in vain. 

Most of the verse included in the first edition of 
Hamewith was in the making during the Johan- 
nesburg years, and, until his death in Scotland in 
1941, Murray kept in repair a multitude of 
Johannesburg friendships. 

Murray was always very proud of his association 
with early Johannesburg, and the city, if I may 
say so here, owes something of a debt to him. It 
is to Murray’s determination and foresight as an 
official that you owe the fact that sites for this 
great University and for your great Public 
Library were available when they were required ; 
that they were not thrown away on comparatively 
trivial projects unworthy of them. 

The President then presented an appreciation of 
Charles Murray’s verse.} 


1 To be printed privately by Mr. Christie. 


and 
Jey, 
ight- 
days 
por- 
nple 
your 
you 
you 
ind, 
tful 
an 
ila- 
and 
the 
to 
the 
ere 
ish 
of 
for 
rd 
ris 
ng 
te 
ve 
0. 
ot 
n 
ts 
e 
y 
f 
f 


88 


ADOPTION OF TRIENNIAL REPORT AND 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 


Mr. R. F. Kennedy (Librarian, Public Library, 
Johannesburg) : Mr. Chairman, I rise to propose 
the adoption of the report for the three years 
ending 30. June 1942... 

Now I will ask you to consider this report, 
which I hope everybody will have read. You will 
find that it consists of a very short report, followed 
by many annexures. From those you will gather 
that the work of the Association is carried on by 
branches, by committees, and by sub-committees. 

The branches and the sub-committees do the 
work, The Council has the power, and it handles 
the finances. The report is not signed. Every 
section of the report is signed, but the report 
itself is not signed. It is the report of the President 
and the Secretary. Asa Coucil member, I should 
have signed this report before it came out in 
printed form. 

Had the report come before me I should have 
asked that many omissions would have been made 
good, because the Council has made many 
important decisions, and has rescinded since the 
previous meeting most of the things which the 
conference had passed. I think it is right and 
proper that every member of the Association 
should be informed of these matters. 

There is no mention of the fact that we have 
relinquished our right to representation on the 
State Library Board. When we met at Cape Town 
we resolved to recognize diplomas awarded by 
other bodies, subject to conditions to be laid down 
by the Association. The Council has rescinded 
that motion and has refused to re-affirm it. 

There is no mention of probably the most 
important event in the library history of the 
Transvaal, that is the appointment of the 
Transvaal Advisory Committee. There is no 
mention of another principle which has been 
adopted by the Council, and that is that when there 
is an appointment to be made, they should recom- 
mend for that appointment one of our own 
members. As a professional body, that affects 

every one of us. I would suggest to the incoming 
Council that they give consideration to this 
proposal, that when positions are likely to fall 
vacant they should recommend to the appointing 
body these four provisions :— 

1. That only a fully qualified librarian should be 

appointed. 

2. That when the appointment to be made is 

a free post, such as organizer, it should be a 
whole-time appointment. 
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3. That the salary offered should be high enough 
to attract the best men and women in the 
profession. 


4. That the appointments should be on a 
temporary basis, so that men serving in the 
North should have an opportunity of apply- 
ing for them on their return. 


Mr. Christie, in his very interesting paper on 
Charles Murray, said: “What you don’t know 
won’t do you any harm’’; so I will tell you no 
more of the matters of which you have not been 
informed ; but I would suggest to such members 
as we elect that these matters are of very great 
importance and should receive the earnest 
consideration of the Council. 

I would congratulate the Transvaal Branch and 
Cape Branch of the Association on the work 
which they have accomplished. Libraries have 
progressed more in the past three years in South 
Africa than in any three years before. Not all of 
that is due to the branches, some of it is due to 
the individual institutions and to individuals, but 
I think that most of it is due to the activities of 
those two branches. I will conclude by offering 
my very hearty congratulations to both those 
branches for the work they have done in the face 
of the greatest difficulties. (Applause). 

[The following contributed to the discussion on 
the report: Miss L. E. Taylor, Mr. P. C. Coetzee, 
Mr. D. Varley, Dr. G. W. Eybers, Mr. B. N. 
Swemmer, Mr. F. F. Strasheim, Mr. K. C. fohnson, 
Mr. L. Gerber, Mrs. A. F. Gear. 

Mr. R. F. Kennedy, summing up what had been 
said, suggested that a sub-committee of three 
be appointed to recommend amendments to the 
constitution on the following morning on the 
lines indicated, such as that the findings of this 
conference should be binding on the Council. 

Dr. G. W. Eybers, Mr. D. Varley, and Mr. 
FJ. F. Strasheim were appointed a sub-committee 
to consider and put forward proposals on the 
subject of the constitution of the Association. 

The conference then adjourned for lunch at 
the invitation of the University authorities]. 
The meeting resumes at 2.30 P.M. 


The President: We have just reached the half 
hour, so I think we will continue. We had a very 
full discussion on the contents of the report, and 
its adoption has been moved. 

I think there is a little matter I should really 
like to touch upon, and that is our journal. 

Having said so much, I will go back to the 


1 Suppressed! [Hon. Ep.1 
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report. Mr. R. F. Kennedy moved the adoption 
and Mr. Niven seconded, and it was approved. 

Of the names suggested for the sub-committee, 
excluding the names withdrawn, there remain 
three names: Mr. J. J. Strasheim, Mr. Varley, and 
Dr. Eybers; these gentlemen form this sub- 
committee and will go into the proposals and 
suggestions that have been made from the floor 
to-day, and I am going to ask if it is your wish— 
I strongly recommend it—that any amendments 
they may probably suggest be worked in with the 
amendments shown on pages 1 and 2 [of the 
Agenda]. They will be able to make amendments 
to these amendments and that would be in order; 
so if the sub-committee adjust these amendments 
to suit our views, I think we should then be in 
a position to deal with them one by one. Would 
that be acceptable ? 

Mr. Varley: I don’t think I quite understand 
the general terms of reference of the sub- 
committee. 

The President: To bring up a report to embody 
what they regard as the feeling of the meeting here. 
To bring up amendments to these amendments 
which will give effect, if carried, to the wishes of 
the meeting as expressed to-day. In terms of the 
constitution, we cannot bring in new motions, but 
we can bring in amendments to these amendments. 
We are at perfect liberty to do that. It will clarify 
the issues when you discuss them to-morrow if 
you have one set of amendments and another set 
brought up by the committee. 

Dr. Eybers: I think the members proposed are 
fully alive and appreciative of the confidence 
placed in them. If the proposal is extended in 
such a way as to include dealing with these 
various amendments, I feel it ought to be under- 
taken after Wednesday morning, i.e. after these 
various amendments have been discussed, even 
if no motion is taken on them, so that the mem- 
bers of the committee may have the sense of the 
conference with regard to these various points. 

Another point is that during the lunch hour 
one has come on thoughts, perhaps, that have 
been put before one, dealing with the difficulty 
the committee would have to face in drafting 
resolutions with regard to this question of repre- 
sentation, the question of the number of council 
members to go to a branch, for instance. The 
Secretary, who is au fait with all the finer points of 
the constitution and with regard to the wishes of 
the various parts of the country, should he not be 
on a committee like that ? 

The President: 1 have consulted the Secretary, 
and if the meeting so desires, Mr. Borland is 
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willing to serve, as suggested by D1. Eybers. 
May I add his name to the names already intimated 
to you ? (Agreed). 

The other point was about whether it would be 
better to deal with these amendments we have 
on paper before the committee deals with the 
other amendments that may be brought up by the 
committee. My trouble is that if these amendments 
are dealt with and disposed of, then we are up 
against a constitutional difficulty. I am sorry it 
is so, but there it is. These would be brought up, 
it seems to me, as motions, and there are all sorts 
of difficulties, and I think it would be better to be 
constitutional. 

Dr. Eybers: 1 am not contemplating any consti- 
tutional measure at all. When the sub-committee 
starts drafting and putting into writing as to what 
the conference will probably wish, it will have to do 
so as to what is already here. I am referring to 
these amendments to the proposals by the Honorary 
Secretary. In order to do that it does seem to me 
it would be helpful to the committee if they first 
knew the feelings of the conference in regard to 
the points already submitted in writing. 

The President: Oh, it would be in order if we 
work it in all together. But if you dispose of these 
amendments and then a proposal comes from the 
sub-committee about which no notice of motion 
has been given, then we strike snags. I think as 
far as I can see it is the least snaggy way of doing it. 

Mr. Coetzee: As I see it, we can discuss them 
point by point and take no resolution in conne- 
xion with it, and afterwards the sub-committee 
would have an idea and more definite views in 
connexion with the feeling of the conference. 
Not to take a vote on it, but just to chat about it. 
I think that is what Dr. Eybers really means. 

The President: Yes, I see. That would be an 
excellent thing. We won’t vote on it but we will 
discuss the points one by one. 

We now come to item No.7 on the Agenda : 
The adolescent in the library—an address by Miss 
G. Oppenheim, from Bloemfontein. 

[After a short discussion the Chairman moved 
a vote of thanks to Miss Oppenheim]. 

The President: Item No.8 is a motion by Mr. 
Pring. He formally moved the motion as printed 
in the Agenda, viz.: ‘“That the Association appoint 
a sub-committee to investigate and report upon 
the possibilities and cost of book repairs and 
re-binding being done in this country.” 

Mr. Pring: There are two things I would like 
to say about my motion, firstly to thank all those 
librarians who wrote to me so encouragingly 

1 To appear in the July issue. 
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about the motion, and in particular to express my 
thanks to the Wynberg Librarian for her very 
useful information of previous attempts in this 
direction that have been made in this country. 
Another point is, it seems to be the feeling in 
certain quarters that the time is not proper for 
such a motion and that the committee, if appointed, 
in view of war conditions will find themselves 
very much up against it and will make no progress. 
I am afraid I have to disagree with that, because 
from inquiries I have made it does seem to me 
we can get our books rebound in this country at 
some price approximating the cost in England 
now, and the position is a bit more than serious. 
But it does seem, from inquiries made, that the 
margin required could be obtained. Also, I think 
the position in England is becoming worse and 
worse, and it will be some years after the war 
before it can even start to improve. We have to 
look forward to three or even five years of great 
difficulty in having books rebound. Witbank is 
a cry in the wilderness, because it is a small 
library, but its problem is as much ours as anyone 
else’s. We all feel it is very urgent. I wish to 
quote a paragraph from the Efficiency magazine, 
viz. 

“T have not been able to make the usual 
immediate deliveries of some of our books, 
because of the difficulty in getting them bound. 

“Never before have our bookbinders been in 
such a jam. Never before have they had so 
many books to bind and so few skilled workers 
and so little binding materials. There is a 
serious shortage of cardboard. 

“This rush of work has been caused by the 
reprinting of books that were destroyed by 
enemy action, and also by the boom in _ book- 
selling. When I ask my bookbinder for quicker 
service he says ‘At the moment I have 2,000,000 
books to bind’. 

“Tt seems that British publishers should receive 
a little favourable attention from the Government. 
They have suffered tragically from bombing 
and their business is an indispensable national 
service. 

“In 1940 they sold about 33,000,000 books to 
customers overseas, and the huge orders that 
are now coming in are being held up because 
of the bookbinding bottleneck.” 

I agree that it is an indispensable national 
service, and I consider it is the duty of this 
Association to see what can be done to provide 
that same service in this country. 

[Miss Green supported the motion and The 
Secretary, Miss McCurdy, Mr. Rooke, Mr. Stirling, 


Mr. Gerber, Mrs. van der Westhuizen, Mr. Varley, 
and Mrs. Rhodes-Harrison, also spoke. 

The motion was agreed to and the following 
committee appointed :— 


Miss Green, Mr. Pring as convener, Mrs. van 
der Westhuizen, Mr. Rooke, Mr. Varley, Miss 
Ashenhurst, and the Secretary ex officio]. 

(Unanimously agreed to). 

[The Meeting adjourns at 3.35 p.m. until 
3.50 p.m]. 

Mr. D. Varley reads a paper, Cape libraries— 
to-day and to-morrow. 

The President: The matter is now open for 
discussion. 

Mnr. Coetzee (Universiteit Pretoria): As ek ’n 
mosie van dank voorstel dan is dit nie in die eerste 
plek vir Mnr. Varley se referaat self nie, hoewel 
ek erken dat dit’n uitstekende werk is, maar veral 
vir die wonderlike werk van Mnr. Varley en sy 
helpers in die Kaap. Die mosie van dank is ook 
nie net uit naam van diegene wat hier na Mnr. 
Varley geluister het nie, maar ook van honderde 
duisende Afrikaners, my eie taalgenote, wat in 
die eerste instansie voordeel trek en gaan trek uit 
die werk wat gedoen word deur Mnr. Varley en 
sy helpers. Hierdie werk sal die Afrikaans- 
sprekende bevolking baie ten goede kom, en daar- 
om voel ek dat dit paslik is dat ek hierdie mosie 
van dank in Afrikaans stel. Die Afrikaner het ’n 
kultuurtradisie wat baie ver teruggaan en waarvan 
ons tekens sien in daardie geskiedkundige biblio- 
teek wat deur Von Dessin saamgebring is in dic 
Kaap in die verre verlede en nagelaat is aan die 
volk. Ons biblioteektradisie gaan egter nie sover 
terug nie. Ek wil sé dat die Afrikaner tot kort 
gelede geen biblioteektradisie gehad het nie, en 
dit is die rede waarom ons hier so min Afrikaners 
as kollegas vind. Hierdie werk is bereken, en slaag 
tot ’n baie groot mate om die Afrikaner biblioteek- 
bewus en ook biblioteekgesind te maak. As die 
omstandighede in aanmerking geneem word dan 
is dit geen wonder dat die Afrikaanssprekende 
deel van die bevolking nie in die verlede soveel 
belang gestel het in biblioteke nie. Omstandighede 
het dit in die verlede meegebring dat dit nie so 
belangrik vir hulle was om te weet wat aangaan 
in die wéreld nie. Maar omstandighede het 
verander; daarom is dit meer noodsaaklik vir ons 
Afrikaners om onsself op hoogte van sake te 
bring as vir feitlik enige ander deel van die volk 
of enige ander volk in die wéreld. En daarom is 
dit so verblydend om te sien dat in die Kaap, 
deur die inisiatief van Mnr. Varley en mense soos 


1 To appear in the July issue. 
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Mnr. Ian Murray en Mnr. Immelman werk 
gedoen word om hierdie tradisie te verwek en te 
versterk by die volk. My gevoelens oor die saak 
is baie diep en ek voel dat die uitwerking nie alleen 
tot biblioteke sal beperk bly nie wat reeds bestaan 
nie, maar ook tot die stigting van meer biblioteke 
sal lei. Dit sal in Suid-Afrika ook ’n groot effek hé 
op die publikasie van Afrikaanse boeke. Die 
eerste ding wat die uitgewers vandag bereken is 
die winsmotief, en ’n boek het amper nie ’n kans 
om gepubliseer te word tensy dit voorgeskryf 
word in die skole nie. Hierdie toestand sal ver- 
ander as gevolg van Mnr. Varley se skema en 
werk. Tensy ’n groter aanvraag na boeke geskep 
word sal ons nog lank moet wag vir die volkome 
ontwikkeling van ons literatuur. Maar hierdie 
bibliokeekskema wat die Kaap nou deurwerk en 
wat vlug sal posvat in die Vrystaat en Transvaal, 
hoop ek, sal ’n baie groot uitwerking hé. 

Dr. Eybers: 1 should also like to thank Mr. 
Varley and should just like to express this one 
view. The annual report of my Department, the 
Union Education Department, refers to the S.A. 
Library Association in one or two small paragraphs 
each year, and in one of the most recent issues 
we have expressed the view that all progress in 
library work or services is essentially and largely 
due to a good librarian. ... I believe that there are 
people in the Government who are only waiting 
for the Library Association to put a scheme of 
reasonable emoluments before the country to give 
the matter consideration. I believe that if the 
Association were to prove to the country that it is 
convinced of the necessity for a good library 
service, the country will be prepared to pay for it. 

[Miss Speight and Mr. Freer also spoke]. 

Conference adjourns until to-morrow. 


SECOND DAY, 27. January 1943 


On resuming at 10 a.m. 


The Chairman: I have to announce the results 
of yesterday’s ballot :— 


President : Mr. M. M. STIRLING 
Vice-President : Mr. P. FREER 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. E. A. BoRLAND 


In alphabetical order, the Council consists of 
the following members: Mr. C. CuristiE, Mr. 
H. Eper, Mr. R. F. Immetman, Mr. R. F. 
KENNEDY, Dr. W. DE Vos Matan, Professor 
A. H. Murray, Miss P. M. Spercut, Miss L. E. 
TayLor, Mr. D. VaRLEy. 

All this has involved an immense amount of 
work, far more than I thought when we spoke 
about Miss Smith’s motion yesterday morning, 


and we are extremely indebted to the scrutineers, 
who were occupied with the work until 11.30 p.m. 
last night. I want to express our heartiest thanks 


‘to those members and their associates for the 


work they did. As a result of this I think it is 
my duty to point out that... we have disenfran- 
chised the Free State, which is not represented 
at all, and Natal, which is not represented. We 
have turned down Southern Rhodesia. A member 
from Southern Rhodesia has been on our Council 
since the formation of the Association. I think it 
will probably be your wish that the matter should 
be considered by Mr. Strasheim’s committee, 
which will decide on these anomalies. 

The next item will be motions by the Honorary 
Secretary on behalf of the Administrative Council. 
We will discuss these in order to enable Mr. 
Strashcim’s committee to arrive at some conclusion 
as to the feeling of the conference on the various 
questions raised. I will ask Mr. Borland to mov 
this motion, No. 10 on the Agenda. 

Mr. Borland: I take it, Mr. President, that you 
do not want me to move it formally, but only to 
open the discussion. Before I start, the amend- 
ments suggested by the Council are on the 
Agenda. The existing constitution, of course, does 
not appear on the Agenda paper. I take it that 
most members have copies of the constitution 
so that they may refer to it. If not I have a few 
copies here. 

Mr. President, in moving these motions as they 
appear on the Agenda paper, I am doing so in my 
capacity as the Honorary Secretary of the Associa- 
tion and not necessarily because I associate myself 
personally with the views expressed here. The 
history of these amendments is very interesting 
and long. I will not give you all the details, but at 
the last triennial meeting it seemed that the 
constitution needed amendment, and instructions 
were given to the Council to go into this matter. 
The Council spent about two and a half years 
discussing the amendments to the constitution. 
This is the result of their deliberations. They 
recommend that these amendments be adopted. 

Now, Mr. President, I move that the constitution, 
section II(2), be amended to read as follows :— 


“INSTITUTIONS. 


“A library or other institution may be ad- 
mitted to membership and it shall be entitled to 
nominate a delegate to attend meetings of the 
Association. At such meetings a delegate shall 
enjoy, on behalf of the library or institution 
represented, the privileges of a member.” 
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This is a very admirable amendment. It means 
that an institution such as a public library, or the 
library of a university or of a steel works which is 
an institutional member and has a library, may 
elect to the Council, or to one of the branch com- 
mittees, or to any one of the section committees, 
a member in the name of the institution. That 
sounds a very plausible principle, but actually, 
when you come down to practice, you might 
find—Mr. President, you must excuse me for 
speaking against this thing ; I am not responsible 
for it—in actual fact, that, if we have the same 
number on our Council as at present, 13, 
future Councils may be composed of, say, six 
members who in their own right are librarians 
or very high up in the profession in the largest 
libraries in the Union, whether university or 
public libraries, and that these self-same institu- 
tions will be represented as institutions ; so that 
in fact the Council of the Association may be 
composed of representatives of these six institu- 
tions,i.e. librarians in their own right and represen- 
tatives of these particular libraries. Well, it seems 
to me that this is contrary to the improvement of 
the constitution and that this particular amendment 
should not be adopted. Perhaps after hearing the 
discussion on it we might have a vote, not passing 
a resolution. That is about all that I have to say 
on this. It seems to me a very plausible thing 
on the face of it, but I am afraid that it may lead 
to misrepresentation of members on the Council. 

Mr. R. F. Kennedy: Mr. Chairman, I think we 
have a long way to go in this matter. May I move 
that this amendment, at least, this motion, of 
Mr. Borland’s be amended rather than that the 
constitution should be amended, and that the 
amendment of that section of the constitution 
should be referred to the sub-committee.... That 
is purely formal. 

Mr. P. Freer: Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to 
speak long but I have always been of the opinion 
that if persons are interested in the affairs of the 
Association they should be personal members. 

Dr. Eybers: It seems to me that the feeling of 
the Conference is that institutional members 
should have no privileges, and that there should 
be no such thing as an institutional member. 
Do you think, Mr. Chairman, that the sub-com- 
mittee can accept that this is the view of the 
conference ? The committee would like to have 
the feeling of the meeting. 

Mr. K.C. fohnson: Do we understand that what 
it means is that they can be members but not 
office-bearers ? 

The Chairman: 1 gather that Mr. Freer means 


that if they are really interested in the Association 
they will devote themselves to it. 

Mr. Kennedy: It would seem that the members 
of this meeting are not very interested in this 
point. We have had very small contributions to 
the discussion. This is virtually the question: 
Do you or do you not want institutional members 
to be on the Council ? I have an open mind. 
It emanated elsewhere. 

The Chairman: Dr. Eybers and other members 
have listened to the discussion and have possibly 
come to conclusions about it. Let us pass on to 
the next matter. 

Mr. M. M. Stirling: If anyone is really interested 
in the affairs of the Association he will be a mem- 
ber. I suggest that we pass on to the next item, and 
that this be referred to the sub-committee. 

Mr. Borland: The same condition as in moving 
the last motion applies to this one, as far as I am 
concerned. It is item 11 on the Agenda, “That 
the Constitution, Sec. III, be amended to read 
as follows :— 


‘The affairs of the Association shall be 
administered by a Council consisting of a 
President, a Vice-President, an Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer, and nine members, together 
with one nominee of the Union Government 
and two members to be co-opted by the 
Council.’ 


This amendment consists in adding the words 
“and two members to be co-opted by the Council” 
to the old constitution. In the light of what has 
happened during the past few months it seems to 
me that it is advisable to make some sort of 


‘representation of the Provinces or branches on 


the Council. Perhaps this particular clause would 
not be sufficient. We have here, at the present 
moment, an elected Council consisting of members 
exclusively resident in the Cape Province and the 
Transvaal. Certainly the people in Natal, the 
O.F.S., or Rhodesia, or South-West Africa, and 
Basutoland, if there are any, have a right, under 
the constitution, to elect their representatives. 
But simply because the bulk of the voters is 
domiciled in the Transvaal and certain parts of 
the Cape, it happens that we have a Council such 
as has been elected. It seems to me, as it does to 
the rest of us, that the other Provinces which are 
not represented on the Council should be repre- 
sented. As I have said in the personal letter 
I sent out to you, we must work for the library 
movement in every part of South Africa. We 
must make some sort of provision in our constitu- 
tion to avoid this sort of thing in the future. 
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Now this has occurred to me (I do not want to 

ropose this as an amendment, but I say it simply 
for the sake of airing my own views) : it might be 
better not to have an elected Council at all. I do 
not say we must not have a Council ; someone 
must carry on the work. But not an elected 
Council. As was pointed out yesterday morning, 
the Council is elected quite largely by the junior 
assistants who may have been employed in the 
libraries for three to six months, and it does not 
seem quite right that a librarian of 20 to 40 years 
standing should be voted out of the Council by 
people who have simply just come from school. 
It seems to me very unfair that the opinions of 
those who have just left school should override 
the opinions of those who have been in the lib- 
raries for a large number of years. It seems to 
me that a way out of this problem is to put the 
suggestion to this committee that the librarians 
of a certain number of large institutions be 
ex-officio members of the Council; that the 
Government, of course, should have its nominee, 
as at present, and that the Council be given the 
power to co-opt members, say, to the extent of 
six or seven, depending on the number of libraries 
who have ex-officio members, in an equal propor- 
tion, I should say, so that interests which cannot 
now be represented will be represented. Mr. 
Gerber mentioned yesterday that the small 
libraries are simply overridden by our present 
method of election. Perhaps it may be an instruc- 
tion to the sub-committee to consider going into 
some means of having these interests represented. 
Then there are regions which have a small 
membership and in which the library movement 
needs attention, and perhaps the Council should 
be permitted“to co-opt one or two people from 
these particular regions. Then there is another 
class of member who may never get any representa- 
tion on the Council, and they are the members 
who are members of universities or who are just 
generally interested in the library movement and 
want to see it going ahead. I do not know exactly 
what suggestion should be made but perhaps the 
committee might be instructed to go into some 
means of having these people represented. That 
seems to me a fair way out of our difficulty and 
I am merely moving this to have it before the 
meeting. I certainly do not subscribe myself to 
the sentiments of this amendment. 

[A lengthy discussion took place on different 
ways of obtaining fair representation of all 
members, in which the following spoke: Miss 
McCurdy, Mr. Coetzee, Mr. fohnson, Mr. Pring, 
Mr. Kritzinger, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Borland, 


Mr. Freer, Miss Mews, Mr. M.G. Nicolson, Mr. 
Rooke, Dr. Eybers, The Chairman, Mr. Strasheim, 
Miss Speight, Mr. Varley, Mr. Gerber]. 

The following amendments were then carried : 


“The affairs of the Association shall be 
administered by a Council consisting of a 
President, a Vice-President, an Hon. Sceretary 
and Treasurer,and nine members, together with 
one nominee of the Union Government and 
members to be co-opted by the Council, one 
from the O.F.S., one from Natal, one from 
Rhodesia, one to represent the rural areas, and 
one representative for the non-European 
people.” 


Mr. Coetzee: I do not agree with the method of 
putting the amendment. 

Dr. Eybers: We should be voting in favour or 
against Mr. Kennedy’s amendment, namely that 
there should be representation for the non- 
European people. 

[Further discussion as to what the motion is and 
what the method of voting should be ensues]. 


The Chairman: We will now vote on Mr. 
Kennedy’s motion that the non-European people 
be given one representative. (Motion carried). 

Mr. Coetzee: I should like to have it recorded 
that I voted against Mr. Kennedy’s motion. 


The Chairman: We will now vote on the motion 
that the amendment include the words ‘“‘one 
representative of the rural areas”, proposed by 
Mr. Coetzee. (Motion carried). 


And now we will vote on the motion that the 
three Provinces have one representative each. 
(Motion carried). 

I take it that the revision of this section is to 
be referred also to the sub-committee ? (Agreed). 

Mr. Borland: The next item on the Agenda is 
No. 12, that the Constitution, Sec. IV (1) be 
amended to read as follows : ‘“‘General meetings 
of the members of the Association may be held 
once in every three years at such time and place 
as may be prescribed by the Administrative 
Council.” 

This amendment proposes to change the word 
“shall” in the present constitution to ‘‘may’’. 
That is simply because we have been forced, 
because of the word “‘shall’’, to hold a meeting 
in the present very difficult times and it means 
that we have to go against our reason in calling 
a meeting in these difficult times. The discretion, 
then, in accordance with the amendment, is to 
be left to the Administrative Council, rather than 
to the law courts. 
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Mr. Fohnson, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Freer, Mr. 
Coetzee, Mr. Nicolson, and Dr. Eybers spoke 
briefly. 

Mr. Borland: The motion then is the following: 

“General meetings of the members of the 

Association may be held at least once in every 

chree years at such time and place as may be 

prescribed by the Administrative Council.” 

(Motion carried unanimously). 


Mr. Borland: The following motion is that the 
Constitution, Sec. IV (3) be amended to read as 
follows : ““Ten per cent of the total membership 
shall form a quorum at any General or Special 
General Meeting.” At present our membership is 
462 and the quorum 20, and that is a very small 
percentage of the total membership. I think it 
would be quite in order. I cannot see any difficulty 
myself in it, ten per cent of the total membership. 
At the moment the quorum would be something 
like 46, at that rate. We had about 70 members 
present yesterday. 

Mr. Stirling: 1 think that 20 is a good quorum. 
I think the matter should be referred to the sub- 
committee. It depends on where the meeting is 
held, and I think 20 is large enough. 


(Matter is referred to the sub-committee). 


Mr. Borland: The next item is No. 14, that 
the Constitution, Sec. IV (4) be amended to read 
as follows : “Each member present shall have one 
vote.” The present section reads that each member 
shall have one vote and in addition may vote as 
a proxy. The point of this amendment is that the 
provision for voting by proxy is sought to be 
abolished. One or two points should be brought 
to your notice. If we are compelled to meet, as 
we are, at least once in three years, we ought to 
have as large a representation as possible at our 
meetings, and as Mr. Varley said in the beginning, 
certain resolutions may come up which affect the 
Cape Branch. He would not like to see the 
interests of the Cape Branch overridden by a 
meeting which is predominantly composed of 
members from the Transvaal. It seems to me 
that one should have proxies, simply to give 
representation to places which cannot be repre- 
sented personally at the meeting. 

[Some discussion ensued on the dangers of 
voting by proxy, the following taking part: 
Mr. Varley, Mr. Stirling, Mrs. Gear, Miss Smith, 
Mr. Pring, Mr. Nicolson, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. 
Varley, Mrs. Rhodes-Harrisom, Dr. Eybers, Miss 
McCurdy, Mr. Strasheim, Mr. Johnson; and Mr. 
Coetzee. It was then agreed to refer the matter 
to the sub-committee. 


The Conference adjourned for lunch at the 
Carlton Hotel at the invitation of Mr. Christie]. 

On resumin gat 2.30 p.m. At the Public Library. 

Mr. Borland: Item 15: The Council suggest 
that the Constitution, Sec. IV (5) be amended 
to read as follows : ‘“The business of the General 
Meeting shall be to receive and consider a report 
of the Association and such other matters as may 
be brought forward by the Council and /or by any 
member of the Association who has given six 
weeks’ notice in writing of the proposal he intends 
to bring forward, either on his own behalf or on 
behalf of a Branch.” 

The difference between that proposed amend- 
ment and the old constitution is that the amend- 
ment gives power to a branch to bring matters 
forward. At the moment you will notice that the 
motions on our Agenda coming from the Cape 
and Transvaal Branches are couched in the form 
“Proposed by Mr. So-and-so, on behalf of this 
Branch”. At the moment the Branch has no 
power to bring a matter before the meeting. 
I think it is perfectly clear, and it seems quite a 
reasonable thing. 

Mr. Kennedy: It is purely formal, and I move 
that it be referred to the sub-committee. (Motion 
seconded). 

Mr. Coetzee: I do not believe that it is only 
formal. I should like something like the follow- 
ing to be included “‘To formulate the policy of 
the Association as regards matters brought 
forward by the Council, by branches or by any 
member who has given six weeks’ notice in writing 
thereof.” 

(Agreed : That this consideration of Mr. Coetzee’s 
be referred to the sub-committee). 

Mr. Borland: The next is item 16, that the 
Constitution, Sec. IV (7) be amended to read as 
follows : ‘“The President of the Council, or in his 
absence a Chairman to be nominated by the 
Council shall preside at every General Meeting 
and Special General Meeting and shall have a 
deliberative vote only. A retiring President shall 
hold office until the conclusion of the General 
Meeting at which a new President has been 
declared elected.” 

The Chairman: 1 think the committee might 
re-draft this. 


(Matter is referred to the sub-committee). 


Mr. Borland: The next is item 17, that the 
Constitution, Sec. IV (8) be amended to read as 
follows : ‘“The Council may at any time, and shall, 


1 During the lunch a cheque was presented to Mr. 
Stirling in recognition of his services as Hon. Secretary. 
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if required by a requisition signed by at least ten 
per cent of the members of the Association 
specifying the objects of the Meeting required, 
convene a Special General Meeting within ninety 
days from the date of receipt of the requisition.” 

The difference between this amendment and 
the existing section is that the signatures of 25 
members are required, whereas now it is suggested 
that ten per cent of the membership be required. 

Mr. Kennedy: I move that it be referred to the 
sub-committee. 

(Motion carried). 

Mr. Borland: No. 18, that the Constitution, 
Sec. IV (14) be amended to read as follows: 
“Proceedings of Council: 'The Council shall meet 
for the transaction of business at least once in 
every twelve months. A quorum at such meeting 
shall be ten members. Business requiring to be 
transacted between meetings shall be dealt with 
as follows: (a) A provisional agenda shall be 
drawn up by the President and Hon. Secretary 
and sent to all Council members, with a request 
for an opinion on matters raised, additions to the 
agenda, and omissions therefrom. (b) A memo- 
randum of the revised agenda with the opinions 
expressed and reasons advanced shall be drawn 
up and sent to all Council members with a request 
for further opinions. (c) A further memorandum 
of the revised agenda, accompanied by opinions 
expressed under (b) shall be sent to all Council 
members with a request for a vote on each point. 
At this stage only the proposer of a motion may 
reply to the discussion. (d) The President and 
Hon. Secretary finally shall decide on the matters 
dealt with in accordance with a majority of the 
votes ; the detailed results to be communicated 
to the members in the form of minutes of the 
proceedings.” 

The difference between the amendment and 
the existing clause first of all is that under the 
existing Constitution the Council cannot meet 
unless by correspondence. It is suggested that 
the Council be permitted to meet in person, and 
I think that the other addition is that in (c), which 
provides for a second round of opinions among 
Council members. At the moment only one 
round of opinions is provided for by the Constitu- 
tion. 

[The following contributed to the discussion : 
Mr. Stirling, The Chairman, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. 
Varley, Mr. Borland, Miss Speight, Mr. Fohnson, 
Mrs. Rhodes- Harrison, Dr.Eybers, Mr.Swemmer]. 

Mr. Kennedy: ... 1 move, formally, the 
omission of the words ‘‘and omissions” from 
Sec. (a) and the substitution of the word ‘‘report”’ 


for ‘‘decide” in Sec. (d). That is the first half of 
the motion. The second half is that the question 
of federation and other matters relating to the 
general conduct of the business be referred to the 
sub-committee. 

Mr. Borland: 1 second that. 
unanimously). 

I come now to item 19. It reads that the 
Constitution, Sec. IV (17) be amended to read as 
follows :— 


(Motion carried 


*(1) To incur and control the expenditure of 
the Association in all such ways as may be deemed 
necessary ; 

(2) 'To determine who shall sign cheques and 
all other documents of whatever nature on behalf 
of the Association ; 

“(3) To engage and dispense with the services 
of paid officers of the Association ; 

(4) To authorize as it thinks fit the establish- 
ment of provincial or regional branches of the 
Association ; 

“(5) To purchase and hire moveable and im- 
moveable property and to hold such in the name 
of the Association ; 

(6) From time to time to make, vary, and re- 
peal by-laws, rules, and regulations for the con- 
duct of the affairs of the Association and for 
carrying out of all the objects set forth in sec. 1. 

(7) To do all such other things as it may 
consider desirable for the carrying out of the 
objects of the Association.” 


I am not quite sure, but I think the difference 
is contained in par. 7. 

[Mr. Johnson, Mr. Swemmer, The Chairman, 
and Mr. Stirling spoke]. 

Mr. Kennedy: 1 think most people have missed 
the point. Under the powers of the Council you 
have to decide whether the conference is the 
supreme power, or whether the Council is the 
supreme power. That is the question under this 
item. I have an open mind. But you must say, 
for the guidance of your sub-committee : Are your 
resolutions going to be binding on the Council ? 
They are not at present. Are you going to change 
it ? 

[Mr. Coetzeee, Mr. Strasheim, and The Chairman 
continued the discussion]. 

Mr. Strasheim: The difficulty is that we do not: 
know our constitution. 

Mr. Kennedy: I think I could give the informa- 
tion. There is this question of whether the find- 
ings of the conference shall be binding on the 
Council. I think opinion is about evenly divided 
on the matter, and that we ought to give some 
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guidance. I suggest that as a compromise be- 
tween these two views we accept what was 
accepted by a majority of 11 on our board when 
we met, namely that the Council shall be bound 
to give effect to the decisions of the general 
meeting, except where it for good and sufficient 
reason thinks it is unable to carry out the decision, 
when it may refer the matter to the next general 
meeting. I think that is a very good thing. 

[Dr. Eybers, The Chairman, Mr. }. D. Rheinallt 
Jones, Mr. Fohnson, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Strasheim, 
and Miss Speight spoke}. 

Dr. Eybers: I do not think there is any difficulty 
about the intention of Mr. Kennedy’s motion. 
Can we take it then that this is the feeling of the 
conference, that we should proceed on these 
lines ? 

(Motion carried unanimously). 

Mr. Borland: The next item is No. 20, a motion 
by Mr. M. M. Stirling that the Constitution, 
Sec. 21 be amended to read as follows: “This 
Constitution shall not be amended save by the 
two-thirds majority vote of a General or Special 
General Meeting.” 

Mr. Stirling: 1 am now suggesting that this 
motion be referred to the sub-committee. 

[Discussion followed as to whether a majority 
vote of the whole membership or of a general 
meeting was intended. The following spoke: 
Mr. Varley, Mr. Strasheim, Mr. Stirling, Mr. 
Borland, Mr. Coetzee, Mr. Pring, Mr. Kennedy, 
Mr. Gerber, The Chairman}. 

Mr. Kennedy: I move that it be an instruc- 
tion to the sub-committee to endeavour to 
find ways of obtaining a majority vote on the 
amendment of the constitution from all members. 
That is, I am pressing that we get the opinion of 
all members. The opposite of that is having 20 
members in the room and getting their opinion. 

Mr. Freer: I second Mr. Kennedy’s motion. 

Mr. Stirling: I withdraw my motion. (Motion 
carried unanimously). 

The Chairman: Miss Speight will now move her 
motion. 

Miss Speight: The motion is : “That this General 
Meeting appoint a committee to formulate a 
policy for South African libraries in the post-war 
world, and that a report of the committee’s 
findings shall be submitted to all members of the 
Association within one year from the appointment 
of the committee.” 

Now, it seems to me that we should be ready for 
anything that may arise after the cessation of 
hostilities in this war. The main point is that we 


must not miss the bus when the time comes, and 
if we can judge by the analogy of the last war it 
will mean a great improvement in social condicions 
throughout the world and, we hope, in South 
Africa in particular; and libraries should come. 
into that scheme. If we do not do it, who will ? 
The air is now full of schemes for post-war 
reconstruction. Somebody may have a wide plan 
for the expansion of South African libraries also. 
Yesterday we heard from Mr. Varley the plans 
for the libraries in the Cape. This Association, 
I think, should try also. In the Cape and Transvaal 
we have plans for extending library services and 
privileges, and we must recognize our obligations 
to the rural areas and Native populations also. 
Some steps have been taken in the other Provinces. 
But we have all a long way to go. We have many 
problems to solve. Money should be voted for 
social betterment. Unfortunately libraries do not 
loom very large on the national horizon. A very 
small minority of Ministers and Members of 
Parliament are aware of the part of the modern 
library should play in the community. Mr. 
Varley told us of the libraries which only reach 
two per cent of the community, and the service 
is seventy per cent fiction. These things have to 
be remedied. The best libraries are quite different, 
but even with our publicity, people, even in 
Johannesburg, do not know enough about it. 
There should be a committee which should try 
to formulate policy. I visualize particuarly 
propaganda for putting libraries on the map to 
Ministers and Senators, Members of Parliament, 
and officials controlling national policy. We 
should talk libraries here and there and make 


people realize that libraries are the supplement 
and complement of public education and that 
the country which neglects libraries is not civilized. 
South Africa has to make up a lot of leeway. But 
it is no good doing this if we do not know what our 


action is to be. That is why I propose a small 
committee. They could consider librarians’ 
salaries, conditions of service, qualifications, 
amongst other things. We must all get a clear 
idea of what we expect to do in future. We should 
try to see the whole problem as one. The Cape 
has said that it feels very different from the 
other Provinces but even in the Cape it would be 
a sad thing not to have national action. I should 
like to amend my original motion by substituting 
six months for one year and to suggest for dis- 
cussion that the committee should consist of five 
members. All members of this Association should 
be invited to submit suggestions for the considera- 
tion of this committee. The majority of the com- 
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mittee should be Cape members. I feel that 
because I think they probably have the feeling of 
what can be done legislatively better than we 
have, because Cape Town is where Parliament 
sits, and also because at present they have more 
internal unity than the Transvaal. This is a matter 
which should be above petty jealousies. 

[Mr. Niven seconded the motion]. 

Mr. Borland: 1 should like to move an amend- 
ment, that this meeting appoint a committee to 
formulate the Policy for the S.A. libraries and 
that a report of the committee’s findings be sub- 
mitted to members within six months. These 
problems which Miss Speight has mentioned are 
not post-war problems; they are present-day 
problems. 

[Miss Speight agreed totheamendment, and Miss 
Green and The Chairman spoke briefly]. 

(The motion was carried unanimously). 

The Chairman: We come now to the motion of 
Mr. Johnson: ‘“That the S.A. Library Association 
take action to promote the development of the 
library movement among Africans and other 
non-Europeans by appointing a small represen- 
tative sub-committee ; that this sub-committee 
have power to act.” 

Mr. Fohnson: Mr. Kennedy chivvied me because 
I did not propose a non-European representative 
on the Council. I did that largely because it is 
my opinion that the development of non-European 
libraries should have the interest and attention of 
the whole of the Association. The progress of the 
non-European people is like a stream of lava. It 
may be retarded, but wherever the force of the 
stream is retarded there will be a resultant for- 
ward surge when the barrier is broken, and then 
it will cover great distances quickly. The ex- 
perience of past years should have told us that 
our one hope of living happily with the African 
people is to see that their progress culturally is 
steady and consistent. Some of them have had 
better education than the ordinary white man, 
but some of them are illiterate. The Library 
Association has not done much to help the 
Natives. The libraries should provide that those 
with some measure of education should benefit 


from it. That is of vital importance to the African, — 


the Indian, and the Coloured people, and to the 
community in which they live. Everyone is 
affected by the cultural development of the 
African people. There will be great changes in 
years to come. History has recorded the names 
of men who tried to stop such development and 
failed to do so. We should place it on record that 
we are allied with the forces that make for progress. 


It would be tragic for a great library movement to 
develop without taking the Africans into considera- 
tion. We are conscious of the difficulties which 
exist in regard to European libraries, but we 
should also try to help the Africans, who need it 
just as much as the Europeans, and even more. 

Mr. Varley: I second the motion, and wish it 
all success. 

[Mr. Coetzee, Mr. Swemmer, Mr. }. D. Rheinallt 
Jones, and Mr. Kennedy also spoke]. 

Mr. Coetzee: ... I wish to substitute for the 
words “‘power to act” the words “‘to report to the 
next general meeting’. I am entirely in sympathy 
with library facilities for the non-Europeans, in 
principle. 

Mr. Kennedy: Surely it is the intention that the 
committee report back to the Council, who will 
have to act. 

Mr. Fohnson: 'That is what I meant, that the 
committee act under the authority of the Council. 

Mr. Fones: I think it should be “standing 
sub-committee of the Council.” 

[Mr. Kennedy seconding, the motion of Mr. 
Johnson is accepted with the alterations suggested 
by Messrs. Jones and Kennedy. 

Agreed that, pending the report of the sub- 
committee, items 10, 14, 15, 16, and 17 of the 
Agenda stand adjourned. 

Conference adjourns until to-morrow]. 


THURSDAY 


The Chairman: The next item is a motion in the 
name of Professor A. H. Murray on behalf of the 
Cape branch: “That, in order to facilitate the 
development of a definite rural library policy, 
the Government be requested, as a matter of great 
urgency, to make more liberal provision at the 
earliest possible moment for library service in 
rural areas.” 

Mr. D. Varley (Cape 'Town): This motion is 
really a hardy annual, but I think this year it has 
more meaning, more chance of being translated 
into practical terms than before. Since the last 
general meeting two library committees have been 
appointed, and good work has been done by both 
in the way of getting schemes suggested for the 
consideration of the Government authorities. 

This motion is really intended to remind the 
Government that we want whatever we are asking 
for as soon as and as much as possible. Many of 
the motions that are put at a conference like this 
are pious motions which are put foward with the 
best of intentions but which do not always lead to 
any practical action. I think the motion as it 
stands is rather vague. I propose therefore to add 
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a rider in the following terms: ‘“‘And that the 
Government be requested to appoint a committee 
to put forward suitable suggestions with regard to 
the qualifications and conditions of service of 
librarians.” 

I understand that if some such suggestion be put 
before the Government there is a chance of their 
acting upon it. The other day, giving an address 
on library policy, I tried to point out that one 
objective of the committee that has been working 
on the subject was to endeavour to get some 
standards of uniformity in the Province in this 
matter of salaries. In the Cape the average salary 
in urban libraries is £117 a year, and the average 
salary in rural libraries the majority of which, or 
many of which, are small libraries with part-time 
staffs, is something like £60 a year. 

There are great variations. One library pays 
about £150 a year to an unqualified person. 
Another library pays £25 a year to another 
unqualified person, another £45, another £125, 
and another £150, all for work of a similar kind, 
with similar hours, and to people of simflar 
qualifications or with no qualifications at all from 
our point of view. 

Our proposal is to give some suggestions to the 
committee appointed by the Government to set up 
some kind of scale as to salaries paid, hours of 
work and the sort of work that is being done. 
We did actually get up a scale of salaries on that 
principle. In the larger posts there are full-time 
workers getting so much a year. In a smaller 
place there would be a lower qualification and also 
lower pay, but people would be able to move 
from one place to another when they had acquir- 

ed the necessary qualifications. 

This sort of thing is, I think, essential if we are 
to follow up one of the aims of this Association, 
which is to improve the conditions of librarians. 
This Association is now very largely composed of 
townspeople who have not a great knowledge of 
conditions in the countryside ; but you will find 
that in a number of libraries those who are getting 
small salaries and who have hard working condi- 
tions are very numerous. There have been special 
pleas placed before this conference for more 
attention to be paid to rural areas, and I think this 
can be followed up properly by putting the whole 
matter together and putting all salaries throughout 
the library service in the country on some uniform 
basis. That would also apply to conditions of 
work. 

This has been put forward with the idea of 
showing the Government the necessity for action. 
Mr. F. H. Rooke (Durban): I would like to 
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second the motion and add a slight amendment to 
make the request apply also to the Provincial 
Administration of Natal. I make that request for 
this reason. For a number of years the munici- 
pality of Durban has been supplying many of the 
rural libraries and individuals in the outlying 
areas. We have now reached that stage where it is 
impossible to take on any further development in 
that direction, owing to present circumstances. 
I think you will appreciate that fact. As a result of 
that we have had to turn down requests from the 
smaller rural areas for the bulk supply of books. 
We now feel that the Government should accept 
some responsibility. As there are no professional 
librarians outside the principal towns, we have no 
representative bodies which could approach the 
Provincial authorities. We therefore ask that some 
representation should be made by the Library 
Association. 

Miss G. Oppenheim (Bloemfontein) moved that 
the Free State be included. 

Mr. Rooke accepted the amendment. 

Mr. E. A. Borland (Transvaal) suggested that 
another rider be added to include the Transvaal 
Administration. 

In the course of further discussion Mr. Borland 
suggested that the actual framing of the resolution 
be left to the President, the Secretary, and Mr. 
Varley. 

[After further discussion the resolution as 
amended?! was put and carried unanimously]. 

Mr. D. Varley (Cape Town) moved on behalf 
of the Cape branch : ““That in view of the present 
difficulties of obtaining books from abroad, 
particularly from the United States of America, 
the Government be urged to facilitate the impor- 
tation by bona fide university and public libraries 
and other kindred bodies, or their duly authorized 
representatives, of books of an educational, 
technical, and scientific nature by giving such 
books a high priority rating.”’ 


1 Professor Murray’s motion (as amended) :— 


1. That, in order to facilitate the development of a 
definite rural library policy, the Government, and 
the Provincial Councils, be requested, separately, 
as a matter of great urgency to make more liberal 


provision at the earliest possible moment for libraries 
in rural areas ; 


2. (Amendment moved by Mr. Rooke) and that the 


Natal Provincial Council be requested to make provi- 


sion for financial aid to all public libraries in that 
Province ; 


3. (Amendment moved by Dr. Eybers) and that the 


Government be requested to appoint a Committee 
to prepare suitable suggestions in regard to qualifica- 


tions and conditions of service applicable to libra- 
rians. 
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Mr. Varley: It is known to everybody who 
works in libraries that we are suffering under 
certain disabilities on account of the war, dis- 
abilities which we all expect to suffer under in 
times like these. There are books in regard to 
which there has been considerable difficulty, 
particularly books from the United States. This 
resolution deals with books from abroad, chiefly 
England and the United States, but I want to 
refer particularly to the United States. 

University libraries are greatly in need of books. 
The position is that books of that kind have no 
priority rating of any consequence at all at the 
moment. I have made inquiry and I find the 
rating given is very low. Recently in Cape Town, 
and Johannesburg too, we find extraordinary 
things have happened in regard to priorities. 
The United States Bureau sent out a large number 
of copies of various magazines. There were about 
25,000 copies to distribute to American recruits 
throughout the country. That is propaganda 
from the United States, but it is sometimes for- 
gotten, or not made sufficiently clear, that books 
themselves are also propaganda, and if the Associa- 
tion wishes to approach the Government here to 
make representations to the authorities in the 
United States something might be achieved. 

American books are being more and more read 
in this country. Books themselves are, as I have 
indicated, in the nature of propaganda, and should 
therefore be encouraged. Some of us have had 
notices from oversea countries, including the 
United States, saying that definite import licences 
are needed in South Africa for books from the 
United States and other countries. Represen- 
tations may be made by our Government to the 
authorities in America for priority for many more 
books for South African use. 

The Chairman: The point Mr. Varley has made 
was covered by a deputation which waited on the 
Controller of Imports and Exports and represented 
to him that there was an impression abroad that 
there were restrictions in South Africa. He told 
the deputation, consisting of booksellers and 
publishers, that waited on him that there were no 
such restrictions, and that people who represented 
this country abroad were perfectly aware of it. 
He said : “‘I will cable to America, at any rate, and 
warn the authorities that there are no such 
restrictions”, and so he cabled about the middle 
of December, saying: ‘‘No restrictions here on 
importation of books by book post.” 

I gathered that the American restrictions are of 
general application and not of application to 
South Africa alone, and they are designed to 
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economize shipping space. We were told that it 
was unlikely that any representations made by 
this Government would weigh with America, that 
is, representations made on behalf of South 
Africa alone. We can pass this resolution and 
send it to America, but I have not much hope of 
its success. England is in a similar position. The 
United States cut was drastic, as the latest official 
notices show. Fewer American books are now 
printed in England and fewer imported. 

Mr. P. Freer (University of the Witwatersrand) : 
Action has been taken in Pretoria at the request of 
the Council, but I am afraid that we cannot do 
much more. 

Mr. K. C. Fohnson (Johannesburg) moved that 
a deputation from this conference should see 
Mr. Hiram Blauvelt? personally before his depart- 
ure and put the position to him. The department, 
he said, was very sensitive to anything that 
affected the goodwill of South Africa towards 
America. It might be possible to have something 
done in the desired direction through representa - 
tions to the American Government through one of 
their local representatives. 

Mr. Kennedy pointed out that Mr. Varley’s 
remarks applied only to the United States and not 
to Great Britain. 

The Chairman: The motion as now amended 
reads : ‘“That in view of the present difficulties of 
obtaining books from the United States the 
Government be urged to facilitate the importation 
of books of an educational, technical, and scientific 
nature”’, and as a result of some discussion during 
the tea hour I suggest from the chair that you send 
a deputation to Mr. Blauvelt consisting of the 
President, the Vice-President, Mr. Maurice Free- 
man, Mr. D. Varley, Mr. &. F. Kennedy, and 
Mr. K. C. Johnson, with the Secretary. 

[Mr. E. A. Borland seconded. The resolution as 
amended was carried unanimously]. 

Miss L. E. Taylor (Johannesburg) moved 
“That, in order that the burden of high examina- 
tion fees be lifted from junior members of the 
profession, the Association increase its general 
funds by amending By-law 3 to read as follows : 
Subscriptions: active members of the library 
profession in South Africa, 10s. 6d. per annum 
for members earning under £200 per annum, 

£1 1s. per annum fo" members earning from 
£200 to £400 per annum, £2 2s. per annum for 
members earning over £400 per annum ; all other 
members 10s 6d. per annum. Subscriptions due 
and payable on 1. July in each year.” 

1Chief, South Africa Bureau, U. S. Office of War In- 
formation, Johannesburg. 
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Mr. E. A. Borland moved as an amendment 
“That By-law 3 be amended to read as follows: 
Subscriptions : (a) Persons engaged in the library 
profession in Southern Africa, 10s 6d. p.a. for 
members earning under £200 per annum; 
£1 1s. p.a. for members earning from £200 to 
£400 per annum ; £2 2s. p.a. for members earning 
over £400 per annum; (b) £1 1s. for all other 
personal members; (c) Institutional Members : 
10s. 6d. p.a. for all Public Libraries, Schools, or 
Colleges situated in towns or villages of fewer 
than 10,000 European inhabitants in Southern 
Africa; £2 2s. p.a. for all Public or University 
Libraries in Southern African municipalities of 
more than 10,000 European inhabitants; £1 1s. 
for all other institutional members; (d) Life 
Members: £10 10s. for life members. Subscrip- 
tions, except those of life members, due and 
payable on 1. July in each year.” 

Miss L. E. Taylor: 1 find myself in a rather 
peculiar position, because there is an amendment 
to my motion which is set out in the Agenda, and 
I prefer the amendment to my original motion. 
To be strictly constitutional, I had better speak to 
my own motion first. 

When I framed the resolution I was rather 
occupied by the fact that quite a number of 
junior members of the profession might find it 
quite a heavy strain to pay their examination fees, 
and I felt that the Association should find some 
other means of paying for the examinations. 

I believe that the question of examination fees 
is now being considered by the Examination Sub- 
committee, and there is a further motion about it 
on the Agenda. 

When I came to examine the accounts and the 
balance-sheet as appearing in the printed report, 
it seemed that the position was not a question of 
the costs of the examinations and so on, but that 
the whole thing was rather more serious. The 
point is that the Association has been living ever 
since its inauguration on the extreme kindness of 
a corporation, and while I gather from the report 
that the Corporation is continuing to make grants 
to the Association I do not see that we can expect 
to go on receiving grants indefinitely and to go 
on living on charity indefinitely. 

Certainly the amount of money that is being 
brought in by subscriptions is large, but not large 
enough to support the Association, and I think 
the time has come when we should make some 
attempt to be a self-supporting association. 

Another point is that we are a professional 
association, and I believe that we should be 
proud to pay for the privilege of belonging to our 
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professional association. A number of us are 
corresponding members of the English Library 
Association. We pay more to the oversea organiza- 
tion than we do to our own organization. That 
seems a rather odd state of affairs. I suggested a 
sliding scale because it was obviously the only 
fair arrangement to make, that those people who 
receive higher salaries should pay more towards 
the support of their professional organization. 

I find it extremely difficult to estimate what the 
increase in the funds of the Assocation would be, 
I am inclined to place more reliance on the figures 
Mr. Borland worked out. He reckoned that our 
increased income would be £100 a year, and that is 
something to be going on with. I feel that we 
need more money for the development of our 
Association. We have quite a number of new 
sub-committees, appointed since the beginning of 
the conference, and all those sub-committees 
need some money for expenses, such as postages. 

As I have said before, I should prefer Mr. 
Borland’s amendment to my original motion, 
with the one stipulation that those to pay the most 
are those who can afford the most, that we do not 
raise our subscriptions so high as to exclude the 
lower-paid members, whom we want particularly 
to attract to the Association. The figures before me 
were never intended to do more than provide a 
basis for discussion. 

[Miss G. F. Elliott seconded the motion]. 

Mr. E. A. Borland: In moving the amendment 
standing in my name I had a large number of 
things in mind. I do not like the suggestion that 
the raising of fees be attached to any particular 
section of our activities. That is why I suggested 
at the beginning that the By-law read as amended 
without any preamble. 

There are other sections of our activities which 


have a very large claim on our income, such as 


the young Publicity Committee, the various 
branches, and correspondence courses. We must 
try to become more or less self-supporting. 

We started this Association with a very low 
subscription in order to attract as many people as 
possible. The Association now has, I think, 
463 members, and when I was estimating the 
income that would be derived from subscription 
if my amendment were adopted the membership 
was 450, and was composed, as far as I could 
gather from my knowledge of the people of the 
Association and from my knowledge of institu- 
tions to which they belong, as follows: life 
members, 29 ; personal members earning less than 
£200 per annum, 155 ; personal members earning 
from £200 to £400, 48 ; personal members earning 
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from £400 upward (professional people) 21 ; 
other personal members, 52 ; institutional members 

ublic libraries, universities, etc. in townsof popu- 
lation of 10,000 or more) 34 ; towns with a Euro- 
pean population of less than 10,000, 74 ; other in- 
stitutions, 47. 

I want to state the income for each particular 
section. If the amendment is adopted the total 
fees from 450 members would be something like 
£400 per annum. 

If you turn to the financial statement that has 
been placed before you, you will see that we have 
quite a large income and expenditure account. 
For the triennium our income from subscriptions 
was £481. The South African Library Conference 
Executive Committee gave us £115. That body no 
longer exists. It handed over the balance of its 
funds at the beginning of this triennium. We 
cannot depend upon it for anything in the future. 
The Carnegie Corporation of New York has been 
very generous, and we might get £100 a year, but 
that has, I think, to be expended on extra 
activities. 

The journal cost £518, which was £30 more 
than our receipts from subscriptions. Stationery, 
printing, and so on cost £218 for the triennium. 
Depreciation of books in the Association’s library 
is set down at £137. That is a book figure, and 
perhaps we should set it aside in our report at the 
moment when we are trying to work out our 
annual income and expenditure. 

Our examinations in the past cost £110. With 
our new examination fee scale, the examinations 
in June and December 1942 paid for themselves 
and showed a small profit. Don’t think that I am 
suggesting a profit on examinations, but I regard 
it as my duty as Honorary Treasurer of the 
Association to call your attention to those matters 
and if possible to show a profit. If you think that 
this is wrong and that the Association should pay 
for examinations and correspondence courses, I 
am quite willing to accept your decision. The 
Education Committee recently appointed tried to 
revise the new examination fee schedule, and the 
only amendment, I think I am right in saying the 
only suggestion, was a reduction in the fee from 
10s. 6d. per section to 7s. 6d. per section, that is, 
the elementary fee. The cost of examining a 
candidate for the elementary examination works 
out at 7s. 3d. to 7s. 4d. per person. Where there 
are large numbers of candidates in the elementary, 
the intermediate, and the final, I think the cost of 
examining a candidate for the intermediate is 25s. 
per candidate, and for the final £2. 

Therefore you see, ladies and gentlemen, that 
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this matter has been considered by the Education 
Sub-committee, and atthe moment they have no 
recommendation to make except that there 
should be a reduction for elementary from 10s. 6d. 
to 7s. 6d. Correspondence courses cost £88 for 
the triennium, £28 or £29 per annum. That does 
not add much to the expenses of the Association, 
and the Education Committee is going into the 
matter of trying to equalize the position as much 
as possible. 

If you adopt my suggestion I think you will get 
more money from the group which can best 
afford to pay, those who are earning higher 
salaries and those personal members who are at 
the moment paying 10s 6d. per annum chiefly for 
the purpose of obtaining our journal. Quite a 
number of people have joined our Association to 
get our journal, and in view of the cost of the 
publication I think it is fair to make those people 
pay a little more. When it came to working out 
some scheme for the institutional members, I was 
rather at a loss, and it seems rather odd that I 
should suggest that a school in Johannesburg 
should pay £1 1s. whereas a school in Heidelberg, 
perhaps a larger school, perhaps a Normal College, 
inatown of less than 10,000 European inhabitants, 
should pay only 10s. 6d. 

I am quite open to any suggestion, and would 
willingly withdraw my amendment if someone 
has a more equitable scheme to put forward. 
I suggest that public libraries and university 
libraries in towns of over 10,000 European in- 
habitants should be required to pay £2 2s. 

I think institutional members are very often in 
libraries in oversea countries. We have 19 oversea 
members. They are chiefly in libraries in the 
United States. Actually when it comes to pay- 
ment of an amount of 10s. 6d. by those institu- 
tional members you may find that the amount 
varies according to the fluctuation of the rates of 
exchange. Sometimes you might get a university 
of Illinois paying 9s. 3d. instead of 10s. 6d., and 
it might cost more to recover the extra 1s. 3d. or 
so. I therefore suggest that those institutional 
members should be required to pay at least the 
cost of the journal, and a little more, not very 
much more, a matter of a few shillings. If we 
accept this we might be able to improve the 
journal, and we might be able to advance in one 
or two other ways. 

I anticipate that the income from this new 
scale, provided nobody resigns on account of the 
raised figure, will be about £400 per annum. 

[Miss Smith seconded the amendment. Mr. 
Borland, Mr. Varley, Mr. Coetzee, and Mr. 
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Kennedy added further remarks. Mr. B. N. 
Swemmer said that he would like to make a dona- 
tion of £5 5s. and thus bring the subscription 
(for life membership) to £10 10s. 

Miss Taylor said that with the consent of her 
seconder she would withdraw the motion. 

It was accordingly agreed to refer the question 
to the Council]. 

Mr. D. Varley, on behalf of the Cape Branch, 
moved: ‘“That in view of the leeway to be made up 
in the Cape Province, the longer distances and 
more scattered population in this Province, and 
the greater drain on finances for travelling ex- 
penses, the Cape Branch request the forthcoming 
general meeting of the Association to grant this 
Branch a larger share of members’ subscriptions”. 
Mr. Varley said that the first object was to raise 
the whole question of the relations between the 
Branches and the Council of the Association. 

I want to give the reasons for this. The 
conditions in the Cape for libraries are not 
quite the same as they are in the Transvaal. For 
instance, libraries are much more spread out in 
the Cape and we have much farther to go. The 
result has been that persons going about from one 
library to another have had heavy expense which 
the Branch felt might be contributed to partly by 
the Association’s funds. 

Sometimes we have to go to other towns in the 
Province, such as Port Elizabeth, to address a 
conference. We tried to get the Cape Province to 
sanction this expenditure because it was incurred 
in the cause of library work, but we did not 
succeed, and we had to pay the entire cost. We 
feel that the Branch should not have to pay all 
such expenses. The Cape Branch, in putting this 
proposal forward, had various ideas at the back of 

their communal mind. The first was the possibility 
of having some federal arrangement. The Branches 
would collect subscriptions and pay so much to 
the Council. These matters have already been 
explored by the sub-committee on constitution 
revision. That is my reason for desiring the 
insertion of a clause to include this provision. 
Whatever is decided now will have to be referred 
to a sub-committee. 

[Mr. E. A. Borland (Germiston) seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. Stirling, The Chairman, and Mr. Kennedy 
spoke]. 

The Chairman: The motion as amended now 
is to refer the subject for consideration by the 
sub-committee. The various suggestions that 


have been made will be put before the committee 
to consider. 


(The motion as amended was carried un- 
animously). 

Miss A. H. Smith moved: ‘That the triennial 
general meeting consider the action of the Exam- 
inations Sub-committee in deciding (a) to hold 
examinations only in June of each year; and 
(b) to raise fees ; and that this meeting is of the 
opinion that Paragraph 6 and Paragraph 8 of the 
scheme of examinations should stand, provided 
that half fees for re-examination and inclusive fees 
for examination as a whole should be abolished.” 

I think we agree whole-heartedly with the 
sentiment expressed by Dr. Eybers and other 
speakers, that if we want a good library service 
we must have qualified librarians. The Univer- 
sities of Stellenbosch, the Orange Free State, 
and Pretoria have succeeded in getting suitable 
people, as have other institutions. I was dis- 
appointed when I heard that fees for the exam- 
inations had been raised and that it was only 
possible to sit once a year. Our universities have 
their examinations at Christmas. Our schools 
have their examinations at Christmas. Many 
people come to our institutions immediately after 
matric. They would then have to wait 18 months 
until they could sit for a library examination. 
I would ask you, in view of the decision of the 
Education Committee? to support the recommen- 
dation of the committee, that the examinations be 
held twice a year. If you endorse that recom- 

mendation I would ask leave to withdraw my 
motion. 

(The motion was withdrawn). 

The conference adjourned for lunch at the 
invitation of the Johannesburg Public Library 
until 2.30 p.m. 

When the conference resumed The Chairman 
called on Mr. R. F. Kennedy (Johannesburg) to 
give an address entitled “‘Benefactions’’.? 

The Chairman: 1 have listened with very great 
interest to Mr. Kennedy’s excellent address this 
afternoon on the subject of “‘Benefactions”’. 

Mr. D. Niven (Bulawayo): I am sorry that 
Mr. Kennedy does not seem to realize that South 
Africa extends from the Cape to the Zambesi, 
and I think he left out a collection which is well 
known in South Africa. The Beit Bequests in 
Rhodesia are not generally accorded to library 
purposes, but I can assure you that the money 
we are spending to-day on libraries in Southern 
Rhodesia would, if capitalized, amount to close on 
£25,000 to £30,000. 


1See page 106 of this issue. 


*Mr. Kennedy’s address will be printed in a future 
number, 
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Mr. Kennedy has said that he wants information. 
He gave us some information this afternoon which 
is not correct, though perhaps it was not his fault. 
For Umtata he should have said Umtali. 

With regard to the Queen Victoria Memorial 
Library, that was not a bequest at all. If Mr. 
Kennedy wants to ascertain the history he will 
find it in notes by Clarkson Tredgold, formerly 
Attorney-General in Southern Rhodesia. He 
says that the material for this institution was 
gathered from all sources of the community, 
including Native sources, and that was how the 
Queen Victoria Memorial Library originated. 

I have listened with great pleasure to Mr. 
Kennedy’s address and I shall be glad to give him 
a little more material about that part of South 
Africa north of the Limpopo. 

. Mr. P. C. Coetzee (Librarian, University of 
Pretoria) in expressing appreciation of Mr. 
Kennedy’s address, referred to several benefactors 
of the administrative capital; for example, Sir 
Christoffel Brand, the first Speaker of the Cape 
House, had collected a very fine library. It was 
only six or seven years ago that the University of 
Pretoria discovered that collection and rescued it. 
A very fine collection received was that of the late 
Auditor-General, Mr. de Villiers Roos, who had 
left one of the greatest collections of books in 
Southern Africa. Pretoria was very fortunate in 
getting that collection. Mr. de Villiers Roos left 
£500 for the purpose of equipping the library, 
and the Africana room was part of that collection. 

The Carnegie Corporation and the Dutch 
Reformed Church had enabled Pretoria to 
purchase the very valuable du Plessis collection. 
Then there was the Hoogenhout collection, left to 
the capital as a legacy by the founder of the 
Afrikaans movement in the Cape Colony. Pretoria 
might have had more important benefactions, but 
it had certainly been very fortunate in the type of 
benefaction it had received. 

Mr. Maurice Freeman (Johannesburg) said that 
he felt that he and the library committee came 
within the purview of the benefactions referred to 
by Mr. Kennedy, but from a different standpoint. 
They were all indebted to Mr. Kennedy for 
introducing the subject, not from the material 
point of view, but from the point of view of 
culture, to inculcate love for and a better under- 
standing of one’s fellow-men. He hoped that the 
address would be incorporated in the minutes of 
the Association as something that might be referred 
to in the future, not only by those who had 
listened to it that afternoon but by those who 
might follow. 


Mr. P. Freer (University of the Witwatersrand) 
spoke of the Saul A. Klagsbrun collection of 
modern drama at the Witwatersrand University 
as one worthy of inclusion in the record of bene- 
factions. 

Mr. M. M.Stirling said that it was an inspiration 
on the author’s part to prepare such a paper, and 
he suggested that Mr. Kennedy should compile 
a complete record of benefactors of [libraries in] 
South Africa, of whom there must be many. 
For example, there was the curious public library 
in Grahamstown, which started by the munici- 
pality renting its premises. All these things would 
make an interesting record, and he hoped that 
Mr. Kennedy would compile as complete a 
record as possible. Such a record would be a 
marvellous inspiration to potential benefactors, 
and it would be a worthy record of the past. 


Mr. E. A. Borland (Germiston) associated him- 
self with Mr. Stirling’s remarks and suggested that 
the memorial library at Sabie, Transvaal, be 
included in Mr. Kennedy’s record. 


The Maclear Library was indicated by Mrs. 
Dick as also worthy of mention. 

Mr. B. N. Swemmer (Johannesburg) spoke of 
the value of a film library as embodied in the 
collection at the E. P. Baumann School. That 
small collection, he said, was insured for £5,000. 
If he could be of any assistance in this matter he 
was at the service of those interested. 


The Chairman added to the expressions of 
appreciation of what Mr. Kennedy had said, and 
observed that the address would be a most useful 
summary of this class of information, which had 
never been collated. 

Mr. D. Varley (Cape Town) reported at this 
stage that the sub-committee referred to in a 
previous discussion sat for about one and a half 
hours. They could do no more than indicate the 
direction the inquiry was to take later on. They 
wanted authority from the general meeting to 
report to the Council at the end of six months, 
with the idea that the Council would then call a 
special general meeting within six months, receive 
the report, and consider what recommendation 
they should put forward. They asked further that 
they should not be limited in their inquiry to 
those particular classes that the conference had 
discussed. They sought authority from the con- 
ference to report to the Council at the end of six 
months so that the Council might then call a 
special general meeting within six months after 
receipt of the report, and that the terms of re- 
vision include amendments to the Constitution. 
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The report was adopted and also the recom- 
mendations. 

The Chairman said that a committee consisting 
of the President, the Vice-President, Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. R. F. Kennedy, Mr. D. Varley, Mr. B. N. 
Swemmer, and the Secretary would see Mr. 
Blauvelt at 4.30 p.m.about the importation of books. 

The undermentioned votes of thanks were 
afterwards carried with acclamation. 

Proposed by The Chairman: 'Te t's: se who had 
submitted such an interesting series of papers. 

Proposed by Dr. Eybers: To the Mayor, the 
City Council of Johannesburg, and Mr. Maurice 
Freeman, Chairman of the Libraries Committee, 
for their hospitality and facilities so kindly placed 
at the disposal of the delegates. 

Proposed by Mr. M. Freeman: To the University 
of the Witwatersrand and to the authorities of the 


Leeuwen, S. van. Censura forensis ; tr. by 
Schreiner. 20 0 
Maasdorp, Sir A. F. S. Institutes of South 
African law. i 
MacKeurtan, H. G. The law of sale of 
goods in South Africa 1 5 0 
Nathan, M. & Bowker, H. D. Rules and 
practice of the Supreme Court. 1 6 0 
Pyemont, L. O. P. Company law. 117 6 
Voet, Johannes. Book 42 : Judgments, etc. 
tr. by Krause. i 0 2 
— Interdicts and watertights; tr. by 
Krause. i 2 % 
— Roman and Roman-Dutch law of 
injuries; tr. by De Villiers. 
Wessels, Sir J. W. Law of contracts. 2v. 412 6 
Whitfield, G. M. B. The South African 
native law. 210 0O 


Cape of Good Hope. Laws, statutes, etc. 
Cape of Good Hope law reports. 


Menzies’ reports. 3 v. 3 10 0 
Searle’s reports. 3 v. 510 0 
Roscoe’s reports. 2 v. 210 0 
Buchanan’s reports. 6 v. 14 0 0 
Watermeyer’s reports. 1 v. 3 6 
Foord’s reports. 1 v. 15 0 
Juta’s reports. 27 v. 50 0 0 
Appeal Court cases, Oct. 1909-May 
1910. 3 v. 310: 0 
Cape Provincial Division. 31 v. 80 0 0 
— — Cape of Good Hope statutes, and 
index. 5 v. 110 0 
— — Cape Times law reports. Complete 
set. 21 v. with index by Inchbold. 22,0 0 


AFRICANA PRICES 


Prices exceeding {1 1s. tha thave been realized at recent sales in Johannesburg 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


University for their hospitality and for the 
facilities given to the delegates. 

Proposed by Mr. #. S. Ungerer (Librarian, 
Union Education Department): To Miss P. 
Krige, University of the Witwatersrand Library, 
and Mrs. C. D. Wilmot, University of the Wit- 
watersrand Library, for their secretarial assistance. 

Proposed by Mrs. Rhodes-Harrison (Bloemfon- 
tein) : To all those who had supported the Asso- 
ciation. 

Proposed by Mr. P. C. Coetzee (Librarian, 
University of Pretoria) : To the Chairman for the 
able and tactful manner in which he had conducted 
the proceedings, and to Mr. E. A. Borland for his 
work in preparing and organizing the conference. 

The Chairman thanked the delegates for their 
attendance and for their expression of apprecia- 
tion, and declared the conference closed. 


Eastern Districts. Laws, statutes, etc. ff s. d. 
Eastern districts law reports. Complete 
set, from 1880 to date. 4 5 0 


Griqualand West. Laws, statutes, etc. 
Griqualand West law reports Complete 
set. 26 v. 35 0 0 

Natal. Laws, statutes, etc. Natal law reports, 
1873 to 1879, 1880 to 1936. 57 v. 

— — Index 1906. 

— — Digest of the Natal law reports, by 
William Broome. 

Orange Free State. Laws, statutes, etc. 
Zaken beslist in het Hoog Geregtshof, 


1879-1887. 3 v. 410 0 
— — Complete set of the Free State reports 
from 1903 to date. 60 0 0 
Transvaal. Laws, statutes, etc. 
Transvaal law reports. 
Kotze’s reports. 1 v. 100 
S.A. Republican reports. 11 v. 
1881-92. 4v. 410 0 
1893-99, 7 v. 12 10 0 
Transvaal Supreme Court. Reports. 
1902-10. 18 v. 22 10 0 
Transvaal Provincial Local Division 
reports. 1911 to date. 110 10 0 
— — Transvaal Ordinances. 1911 to 1940. 15 0 0 
— — Transvaal leader law reports. 1909 
and 1910. 2v. 3 7 6 
Union of South Africa. Laws, statutes, etc. 
Regulations issued under the Statutes of 
the Union... from 1910 to 1927. 19v. 8 0 0 


— Supreme Court. Appellate division. 
Reports. 1910 to date. 68 0 0 
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SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


DECEMBER EXAMINATIONS 1942 


List of Passes 


ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION 

English Literature—Grade A 

10 candidates entered, 6 passed 
Esther Aremband, Johannesburg P.L. 
Noreen Eileen McGrath, Wit.Univ.Library 
Thelma Perdrix Morrish, Johannesburg P.L. 
Annette Rabinowitz, Johannesburg P.L. 
Myra Phyllis Sarkin, Johannesburg P.L. 
Julia te Groen, State Library, Pretoria 


English Literature—Grade B 
1 candidate entered and passed 


Christabel Catharina Kapp, Bloemfontein P.L. 


Atrikaans Literature—Grade B 

8 candidates entered 7 passed 
Beulah Brasch, Johannesburg P.L. 
Myrtle Canin, Johannesburg P.L. 
Winifred Alice England, Johannesburg P.L. 
Noreen Eileen McGrath, Wit.Univ.Library 
Thelma Perdrix Morrish, Johannesburg P.L. 
Annette Rabinowitz, Johannesburg P.L. 
Evelyn Verster, State Library, Pretoria 


Sotho Literature (alternative syllabus for non- 
Europeans) 
1 candidate entered and passed 

Cecil Tshetlo, Carnegie Non-European Lil rary, 
Transvaal 


Part 3. Classification, Cataloguing, and Routine 
12 candidates entered, 11 passed 

Esther Aremband, Johannesburg P.L. 

Myrtle Canin, Johannesburg P.L. 

Dorothy Jean Dakers, Johannesburg P.L. 

Paula Goldberg, Wit.Univ. Library 

Margaret Ella Hughes, Johannesburg P.L. 

Denise Eugénie Jooste, State Library, Pretoria 

Dillo M. Masilo, Fort Hare 

Barbara Nevin, Johannesburg P.L. 

Annie Thelma Rafel, Johannesburg P.L. 

Margaret Symington, Johannesburg P.L. 

I. Whyte, Johannesburg P.L. 


INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 
Part 1. Classification 


18 candidates entered, 7 passed 


Mary Dix, Boksburg Public Library 
Fay Gayle Friedgut, Johannesburg P.L. 


Stella Innes, Johannesburg P.L. 

Pauline H. Isaacson, Johannesburg P.L. 
Cynthia Merrington, Johannesburg P.L. 
Charlotte Miles, Johannesburg P.L. 
Jacqueline Hope Ogilvie, Johannesburg P.L. 


Part 2. Cataloguing 

17 candidates entered, 6 passed 
Pamela Elliott, Wit.Univ.Library 
Stella Innes, Johannesburg P.L. 
Pauline H. Isaacson, Johannesburg P.L. 
Iris May Jackson, Johannesburg P.L. 
Cynthia Merrington, Johannesburg P.L. 
Charlotte Miles, Johannesburg P. L. 


FINAL EXAMINATION 


Part 2. Bibliography and Book Selection 
2 candidates entered, one passed 


Agnes Mary Gentles, Univ.of Cape Town Library 


Part 3. Advanced Library Administration 

6 candidates entered, 3 passed 
Betty Jenny Harris, Johannesburg P.L. 
Joyce Natalie Norman, Johannesburg P.L. 
Loree Elizabeth Taylor, Johannesburg P.L. 


WHOLE ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION 


The following are now entitled to receive 
Elementary Certificates :-— 

Winifred Alice England, Christabel Catharina 
Kapp, Noreen Eileen McGrath, Thelma Perdrix 
Morrish, Annette Rabinowitz, Loree Elizabeth 
Taylor, Julia te Groen. 


WHOLE INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


The following are now entitled to receive 
Intermediate Certificates :— 

Fay Gayle Friedgut, Pauline Hilda Isaacson, 
Iris May Jackson, Cynthia Merrington, Jacqueline 
Hope Ogilvie, Loree Elizabeth Taylor. 


EMENDATUM 


S.A.L. 10:30, Oct. 1942. African Bibliography. 
line 6, for ‘“The Royal African Society has suspended 
publication of its journal Africa’”’ read ‘“The Interna- 
tional Institute of African Languages and Cultures. ..’’. 
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EDUCATION SUB-COMMITTEE 


Composition. See: “Council and Officers’’, p. iv. 


Extracts from the Minutes of a Meeting on 
25. Fanuary 1943 

1. Admission to the examinations (Scheme 1 
[iii] ) : 

The applicant himself must submit satisfac- 
tory evidence, either of having maitricula- 
ted... or obtained exemption. 

2. Exemptions: (Scheme 3-5). Before a candidate 
be allowed to proceed, he shall make timely 
application to the Hon. Secretary of this 
Committee for any exemption(s) claimed ; 
such application to be accompanied by 
satisfactory, including certified evidence 4 
of his attainment(s) . . . 

3. Dates of Examinations. 

Scheme, par. 6 now reads: “‘Examinations 
shall be held annually in July, and, providing 
sufficient candidates? are forthcoming, in 
December, but Language Tests shall be 
held in July only’’.8 

Scheme, par. 7: for 15. April and 15. May, 
read 15. May and 15. June. 

4. Examination Fees: (Scheme 8). 

(i) Fees chargeable for any part of the Elemen- 
tary, Intermediate, or Final examinations 
shall be 7s. 6d., £1. 1s. and £2. 2s. respec- 
tively ; and for the Language Tests £1 1s. 
per language. Composite fees are abolished. 

(ii) Exemption fees shall not be charged in 
respect of the Language Tests. 


5. Correspondence Courses. (Scheme par. 10). 
The next Courses will run from August 1943 
to June 1944. Courses in Elementary 
Afrikaans and in Elementary English will 
not be offered for this period. 

Subject to an adequate enrolment (as for 3 
above) professional courses will be offered 
in Elementary Classification, Cataloguing 
and Routine ; Intermediate Classification, and 
Cataloguing ; Final Administration, Biblio- 
graphy, and Book Selection. 
Members intending to enrol should apply to 
Miss P. Krige, Hon. Examinations Secretary 
and Hon. Organizing Secretary of Corres- 
pondence Courses, Witwatersrand Medical 
Library, Johannesburg, notlaterthan 31. July. 
1 For this purpose the signature of a member of the 


Council of the S.A.L.A., or of this Committee, or of the 
candidate’s Chief Librarian, or of a Commissioner of 
Oaths, will be accepted. 
. Minimum entry for an Elementary subject is six, 
for an Intermediate subject four, for a Final subject three. 
3 Examinations will begin on Friday, 2. July 1943. 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 


6. Marks. (Scheme par. 12). 
Elementary Classification, Cataloguing and 
Routine. Henceforth a minimum mark of 
40 per cent in each section, with an aggre- 
gate of 50 per cent over the whole exam- 
ination, will be demanded. 

7. Detailed Syllabuses ... 2. ed. rev. 1939. 

(i) Elementary Examination. Page 8: III. 
Ciassification, Cataloguing. (1) Classification, 
Second line, delete the words: “order of”; 
lines 5 to 7, delete the entire note in italics. 

(ii) Intermediate and Final Syllabuses. 
The Sub-Committee has these under revi- 
sion, and urgently invites opinions and sugges- 
tions from all members who are interested in 
professional education. 


ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
Extracts from the Minutes of Proceedings 
The following members have been co-opted to 
the Council :— 
Representating Natal: Professor A. Reid, Principal 
of the Training College, Pietermaritzburg 
Representing O.FS.: Miss C. Jooste, Principal of 
the Oranje-Meisiesskool, Bloemfontein. 
Representing Southern Rhodesia: Mr. D. Niven 
Librarian, Public Library, Bulawayo. 
Representing Rural Libraries: Mr. H. F. 'T. Malco- 
mess, M.P.C. (Cape), President of the Divisional 
Council Association of the Cape Province, and 
member of the Advisory Library Committee of 


the Cape, and representing the rural Eastern 
Province and Border area. 


STATE LIBRARY 

CENTRAL LIBRARY LOANS 
Remission of Postage 
Ir has been decided by the Board of Trustees that 
on and from 2. January 1943 postal charges in 
one direction will be defrayed by the State 
Library on all books loaned by it, i.e. no refunds 
of postage will in future be asked for. 

This step is being taken chiefly in order to be 
of assistance to the isolated country student, but 
all central library borrowers, whether libraries or 
individuals, are included. 

It is somewhat tentatively suggested that those 
libraries which feel they can afford to do so, may 


wish to help by agreeing to pay postage one way 


on all books borrowed from them by the State 
Library. This, however, is a matter for purely 
local consideration, and it is understood that in 
many cases the suggestion may prove impracticable 
M. M. STIRLING 


Gern 
Ow 
abl 
cir 
Co 
pu 
ant 
Lil 
str 
M 
a: 
th 
G. 
Joha 
Be 
cc 
(e 


LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


Germiston. Public Library. Annual report, 1941-42. 
Owing to wartime restrictions the Report is consider- 
ably curtailed. A steady increase in membership, 
circulation, and book stock is maintained. The Town 
Council has increased its grant by £500 for the dual 
purpose of increasing staff salaries and replenishing 
and increasing the book stock of the Children’s 
Library. ... At the request of the Provincial Admini- 
stration the Library Committee released its librarian, 
Mr. Borland, for six months in order to carry out 
a survey of libraries in the capacity of Organizer of 
the Transvaal Library Advisory Committee. Miss 
G. Gavronsky acted as librarian during his absence. 


Johannesburg. Public Library. Annual report, 1941-42. 
Book stock statistics reveal that the Reference Library 
contains 110,683 volumes and the Lending Libraries 
(excluding Schools and Non-European Libraries) 
154,583. The apparent shortage of books in the 
Lending Libraries... is due primarily to the fact 
that many thousands of volumes are temporarily 
withdrawn for rebinding. Nevertheless there is a 
five per cent circulation increase over the previous 
vear, and an 86 per cent increase over the last three 
years. There has been a decrease in the circulation of 
children’s books, due no doubt to the difficulty of 
obtaining sufficient new books.... The Reference 


Library has been busier than ever before. The 
purchase of the library of Mr. J. Langley Levy 
enriched the collection with many art books, thousands 
of plays, many sets of standard authors, and valuable 
collections of chap-books, broadsides, and similar 


material. The technological material in the Seymour 
Memorial Library has proved more valuable than 
ever to industrialists and Government departments. 
... Negotiations with the Provincial Administration 
for the transfer of a piece of ground at Rosettenville 
for the erection of a branch library building were 
initiated. Transfer of the property occupied by the 
Yeoville Library and the surrounding ground to the 
City Council was made in July 1941. Stock was 
collected for the new Travelling Library service and 
the itinerary completely revised, providing 79 instead 
of 40 points of service. (The second bookmobile came 


into service shortly after publication of the Report). 

Teaching of librarianship. The staff of the Public 
Library, for the second year, gave a course of 23 
lectures in librarianship at the Johannesburg Teachers’ 
Training College for all final-year students. In 
February 1942, classes for staff members who wished 
to study library subjects were started. With the 
assistance of the University Library staff, lectures 
have been delivered regularly in Elementary catalogu- 
ing, classification and routine, Intermediate catalogu- 
ing and classification, and Advanced library admini- 
stration. Monthly lectures to all students on the 
history and objects of the library movement and the 
principles of librarianship were also given. Lectures 
on the work of the Library have been given to 
different societies by the Librarian, Sub-Librarian, 
Children’s Librarian and the Organizer of Non- 
European Libraries. 

Gifts. The Rockefeller Foundation gave 369 
volumes of American books. The object of this gift 
was to create a better understanding of the United 
States by the people of South Africa. (Similar gifts 
are being made to other selected libraries in the 
country). Mrs. Alexander Lipworth presented a 
collection of 140 books in the Russian language, and 
it is proposed to add to the collection. Mr. J. Langley 
Levy presented his collection of juvenile drama (with 
a complete stage set-up for representation). 


Johannesburg. University of the Witwatersrand. Library 


The University has recently acquired two very 
valuable gift collections. The Professor Landau 
Collection, probably the most extensive library of 
Hebraica in the country, comprising at least 3,500 
volumes—books, pamphlets, and periodicals—was 
bequeathed by the late Chief Rabbi, Dr. J. L. Landau. 
The collection is to be maintained as a separate 
entity and no books may be borrowed from it except 
by written application to, and written permission 
from, the Librarian. 

The Dornan Theological Collection of about 
1,000 books, collected by the late Rev. S. S. Dornan 
during 40 years’ service, has been presented to the 
University by Mrs. Margaret Dornan. 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S MESSAGE 


to the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of the American Library Association, Milwaukee, 
26. Fune 1942 


Your task in a day of war and havoc is a hard and an arduous and a crucial one. 
You are on guard not only against the threat of violence and destruction that may 
come to our libraries from beyond our borders but also against the slower death 
by neglect and disparagement that may imperil them from within. It is your high 
duty to see that the great works of the human spirit created in the past are not 
sacrificed to present exigencies, present hazards—and to defend the freedom in 
which others, born of our time, alone can grow. 

In your charge is the living record of all that man has accomplished in the long 
labor of liberty, all he aspires to make of it in the future we of the United Nations 
fight to secure. By keeping that record always before the eyes of the American 
people you give them renewed strength in their struggle against the dark backwash 
of tyranny, renewed faith in their unconquerable determination to take their full 
part in establishing on this earth a new free age of man. 

(A.L.A. Bulletin 36 : 422, Jul. 1942). 
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PERSONALIA 


AusTIN—Miss Maureen Austin, Assistant, Johannesburg 
Public Library, to be Assistant, Library of the Indus- 
trial Development Corporation of South Africa, Ltd. 


Firnt—Dr. William Flint died in Rosebank, on 18. 
February 1943. Dr. Flint came to South Africa in 
1889. He joined the South African Methodist 
Conference, and founed and edited the Methodist 
churchman. He _ was librarian first of the Cape 
Parliament and later of the Union Parliament for 
20 vears. In 1927 he was appointed to the office of 
president of the South African Methodist Conference. 
In the same year he became the first principal of the 
Methodist Theological College, Mowbray, a position 
which he held till it was closed down as a result of 
the war. He was the author of several hymns. 

(The Star, 19. Feb. 1943) 


Gerar—Mrrs. A. J. Gear (née Lister) has retired from the 
post of Librarian of the South African Institute for 
Medical Research, Johannesburg. 


GrREEN—Miss M. E. Green, B.A., A.S.A.L.A., has been 
appointed Librarian of the Randfontein Public 
Library. 

NiIcHOLsON—Miss Sybil Nicholson, B.A., A.S.A.L.A., 
Assistant, Natal University College Library, Pieter- 
maritzburg, has been appointed Chief Assistant, 
Lending Department, State Library, Pretoria. 

SINCLAIR—Mrs. E. M. Sinclair has been appointed 
temporary assistant in the Reference Department, 
Johannesburg Public Library. 

STRANG—Miss M. E. Strang, B.sc., A.S.A.L.A., Assistant, 
Johannesburg Public Library, has been appointed 
Librarian, South African Institute for Medical 
Research. 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


STRACHAN—Mr. Strachan, of the Durban Municipal 
Library. 
Tyson—Mr. Tyson, of the Durban Municipal Library. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


Foreign Language Dictionaries. Wagner, Richard G. 
Difficulties in foreign language dictionaries. (Wilson lib- 
rary bulletin 16: 834-35, Jun. 1942). This useful 
article draws attention to variations in spelling, irregu- 
larities in nouns and verbs, alphabetical arrangement 


of letters with diacritical marks, etc., in some dozen 
European languages. The use of one-language native 
dictionaries beside the usual two-language translat- 
ing dictionaries is advocated. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


The Librarian 31 : 213, Aug. 1942, draws attention to 
Mr. Asher’s paper in South African libraries 9 :109-23, 
Apl. 1942, and quotes some passages from it. 

The Library : being the journal of the Public Library of 
Newark. New Jersey. 6 (4), June 1942. This number 
contains the Annual Report of the Library. A decrease 
in the number of books read by each borrower is 
reported, notably a decrease of 25 per cent in the 


number of novels issued. Books on defence, military 
science, aviation, engineering, morale, and other 
current topics are much in demand.... Questions 
received by mail increased, and telephone requests 
reached 60,000 in the year.... A study has been 
under way of economies, reduction of outmoded 
activities, and various devices for reducing costs in 
processes. 


Victory, to mean anything, must begin close at home. The modern world with 
all its technical skills has failed to produce the good society largely because it has 
failed to produce men who are interested in living in a good society. We are short 
of gentlemen. The most basic demand in America today is for that type of man, 
who, asgWilliam Alexander Percy says, is ‘remembered for his gentleness, his 
directness without bluntness, his courtesy, which robs obedience of all humilia- 


tion”. If we are to have a decent world we have to lay some emphasis on 
decency in individuals and any good society must start with something quite foreign 
to most Americans of the past, with the cultivation of simple good manners, which 
after all are only the manifestation of a proper regard for the rights of others. 
The good old James Louis Pettigru once defined politeness as “the habitual 
consideration of those with whom we converse, making it a rule never to give our- 
selves the preference’. To my way of thinking that is the richest heritage a great 
man has ever left our country. It is the very essence of democracy. It is the 
beginning of a new American culture. It is the first and most vital step toward a 
new internationalism and permanent peace for all mankind. And manners are not 
the product of religion or philosophy. Neither Aristotle nor St. Thomas can 
supply them. They are, and they always have been, the product of native and 
immediate cultures. They are ever the reflection of that poise and self-contained 
serenity given to those who have come to terms with both the human and the 
physical world. 

(From Professor Avery Craven’s American traditions and the 

present crisis, in A.L.A. Bulletin, 36: 446-47, Jul. 1942). 
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SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY SECTION 


South African Library Association, Transvaal Branch 
April 1943 


Vol. 3 


No. 4 


THE BEGINNINGS OF A FILM LIBRARY 


B. NORTHLING SWEMMER, F.R.S.A. 


(Member of the British Film Institute) 
Principal, E. P. Baumann School 


In the short space at my disposal I find that the 
most economical approach to my subject is one 
that shall be biographical. I therefore crave the 
reader’s indulgence, which may be favourable, 
since the enterprise at the E. P. Baumann School 
is both unique and enterprising—for, ‘when it is 
remembered that films and projection apparatus 
are exceedingly costly, it will be understood how 
much courage was required to sponsor an effort 
like ours. I have no intention to detail the ramifica- 
tions of installation, the need for ‘“‘naked’’ electric 
leads to have current available, so that the projec- 
tion does not depend upon the house current, 
the vagaries of residential and industrial use of 
current—for you will have noticed how bright 
your lights become after ten o’clock at night, 
when less lights burn, and when transport services 
are curtailed. These are important considerations 
since sound tracks in films require steady current. 

But it is briefly necessary to touch on apparatus 
so that it shall be clear how a domestic film library 
dovetails into the whole scheme of things. 

The E. P. Baumann School has two auditoriums, 
the “double” classrooms where a_ full-sized 
Victor Bell 24B 16mm. silent cum sound machine 
is installed, and the big hall where two arc-light 
projectors are situated. In the double classrooms 
is a built-in booth so that the operator acts inter- 
ference-free, where costly apparatus is stored and 
where comparative safety is doubly ensured for 
the scholar or adult audience. In this booth is a 
separate sound unit set-up, which nevertheless 
uses the projector to broadcast announcements, 
music, marches, etc., permitting microphones on 
the principal’s desk to reach outside and inside 
listeners. Microphone ‘‘jacks” appear at coigns 
of vantage and the whole manipulates with ease. 
In this small auditorium is a portable glass- 
crumbed screen avoiding distortion, speakers, 
sound-absorbing curtaining backed with Italian 


cloth. 
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In the projection booth of the main hall is a 
second sound set-up, the electric power indepen- 
dent of house current, an independent gramo- 
phone pick-up and synchronization unit, so that 
two records can be played in two booths and 
marching be enjoyed in the hall and assembly 
ground, which has been devised on the Greek- 
theatre principle. The principal’s office has its 
own sound unit, with stepping-up apparatus, so 
that the radiogram provides sound mechanism 
economically for spoken speech by members of 
the staff, visitors, or radio lessons. ‘The whole 
link-up is perfected in that a house telephone 
system operates in places as far apart as pay-box, 
stage, dressing rooms, offices, and all classrooms. 

The screen in the hall is also glass-fronted 
so that the audience can sit close up to the screen, 
at all angles, without distortion vitiating lesson or 
entertainment. This screen is electrically operated 
from the booth upstairs and has for backing a 
thick plush stage curtain. The speakers are two 
for the projectors and two for the radio link-up. 
The curtaining is again sound-absorbing material. 
The ceilings and back wall are of sound-absorbing 
plastic material, and the floor has coir matting. 
The best projection occurs, of course, when the 
auditoriums are “‘full’’, since the clothes worn by 
the audience also help to absorb all echoes and 
extraneous sounds. I cannot describe the ventila- 
tion, but must dismiss this important aspect by 
saying that it is adequate in the hall, but not in 
the classrooms. As educational films average 
eleven-minute showing-time, the doors and win- 
dows are opened during the periods for discussion 
and when new classes come for their educational 
treat. Hence the difficulty is overcome with 
simple common-sense techniques. 

In this setting, where 500-odd children 
spend much of their waking time, where adult 
audiences come to swell the funds and enjoy 
themselves, the film library operates. Let me say 
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at the outset that, no matter how small or big 
a domestic library, it will always depend upon 
outside hiring of films to prosecute the work and 
aims of the institution. Films are much more 
expensive than books, less in number, require 
different handling, safe keeping, and care. In 
one small cabinet are housed one hundred films, 
the cost ranging from ten to fifty pounds each 
film and even more. That brings me at once to 
the important matter of choice of film. 

Choice of films depends almost exclusively on 
the frequency of use and immediate urgency, and 
difficulty in hiring a film from the Union Film 
Bureau, Pretoria, or hiring agencies in Johannes- 
burg. Obviously, if a film can be readily hired 
(at a cost varying from 1s. to 5s. per reel), then it 
will never pay to buy the film. But when it is 
remembered that projectors now number more 
than five-hundred 16 mm. machines it will be 
understood why we battled to create a film library 
that would cater for our needs at the moment when 
the film was required. Our choice then was deter- 
mined by the time element and by the fact that, no 
matter how carefully a scheme of work is planned, 
the lesson requiring the film may be “previous” or 
“ate”. But to have the film on the spot when the 
pupils are ready to view it was the educational, 
psychological, and common-sense basic consider- 
ation to create and build up a basic collection of 
films. Films are required for revision lessons, 
and when you have them on the spot your tech- 
nique does not depend upon unselfish attitudes : 
when once during the year you have hired a film 
from the Film Bureau, you should not do so 
again, but rather permit some other institution 
the privilege. 

It will depend upon our editor whether he will 
give me space for a list of “Basic” films ; I append 
such a list to my paper, knowing also that we have 
proceeded by error, that our experience is increas- 
ing, and that, could we start de novo, we would 
make different choices. Yet on the whole we do 
not possess one film I would be without, and this 
takes cognizance of the fact that I have indeed 
been most fortunate to receive munificent gifts, 
particularly from the British Council, Film 
Department, who were most pleased to bless our 
plucky—and, may I say, wise ?—effort. 

Basic considerations as great in importance as 
frequency and immediacy of need are subject 
matter and treatment of the subject matter. 
On this a book can be written. I must content 
myself, however, with one analysis, viz., an Erpi 
Film on the House Fly. This film contains four 
basic lessons on this insect. The life-cycle of the 


S.a.L.—8, & O. 3:13 


insect ; the diseases it conveys, how and where 
they contract the diseases so conveyed ; destruc- 
tion of the pest and modes of prevention of 
breeding and “‘fifth-column infiltration” into 
homes, hospitals, etc. ; and municipal and national 
methods of sanitation, etc. 

Obviously only parts of the film should be shown 
at each stage of the lessons, until the whole sub- 
ject has been adequately dealt with, when for 
revision and recapitulation purposes the whole 
film can be shown—thus necessitating skilful 
cutting and reassembly of film; one film shown 
over a period, say, of four weeks, not allowing for 
revision at “the end of the year”! The layman 
may say this is being too meticulous, I know. 
But unless we beware, and very seriously beware, 
of the pitfalls, we are going to have all the thinking 
done for the students ; we are going to encourage 
lazy slapdash methods of teaching and produce 
confused minds, and we shall be unable to com- 
pete with other nations in the race for survival 
and in knowing what to do with our lives, working 
and when at leisure. 

We employ the classification noted in the basic 
list appearing below, and our catalogue is a card 
system. (Kardex files complete with celluloid 
jackets imprison each card). Visible to the eye 
is, say, ‘““Dodder, The—N 7 : 7—So.—401 ft.” 
In front of this card appear two columns, “Servic- 
ing—On Loan”. In the subdivisions appear 
under Servicing: ‘Date — Inspect — Clean” 
(twice). Under “On Loan” : “Out—In—Name— 
Price”. On the rear of the card appears a brief 
summary of the “contents” of the film. Accessions 
Register, etc., are kept much as those in book 
libraries. 

From this brief recital as much will be read 
between the lines of the report as those on record, 
for not a word has been said on operation, training 
the operators from an educational angle, training 
the scholars to observe and make notes, both 
mentally and those written down; prepared 
questionnaires, and the like. For into this scheme 
of things is integrated the domestic film library. 
As an eye specialist must know the whole of 
the human anatomy in health and in disease, so 
must we consider the film library and the school 
as a whole. As I have reported for a “library” 
audience, I am not flattering the reader by saying 
that he is educated, but I wish to say so, since 
the handling of films, selecting them, and making 
use of them are based on the experience of library 
service. Therefore you will make good deliberate 
omissions and see—if not hear—the picture as a 
whole. 
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I wish to add that the E. P. Baumann School 
has had the expert assistance of Mr. R. Glenn 
Morton, of Messrs. African Films, 16 mm. 
Department, at all times. He and his Company 
have trained my staff, given us inestimable help, 
and sold us films at less than cost to help us in 
our work. I owned a commercial bioscope some 
twenty-odd years ago, before that operated the 
school Pathescope, but I could not have learnt 
as I went along without the help I here gratefully 
acknowledge. I do so, for this expert help is 
there for those who wish to launch out for them- 
selves and help themselves to an aspect of educa- 
tional endeavour—demanding painstaking effort 
I know, and much burning of the midnight oil— 
but one that entertains as it teaches; bringing 
the world to us, the best orchestras, Vesuvius in 
action, frozen Niagara Falls, mining silver at 
Potosi, revealing the tubercle bacillus, almost 
everything that interests, educates, and entertains. 

My bibliography is brief ; a big list confounds. 
I mention two magazines, one English and one 
American—these will stimulate to further reading, 
research, and practice those who desire to use 
audio-visual aids to teaching, lecturing, and 
entertainment. 

Devereux, Frederick L. The Educational talking 
picture; (rev. ed.) $2.00 


Koon, Cline M. Motion pictures in education. 


$1.00 


Brunstetter, M. R. How to use the educational. 


sound film. $2.00 
All three of the books are published by the 
University of Chicago Press. The magazines are :— 
Sight and sound. Organ of The British Film 
Institute. Quarterly. 2s.6d. p.a.,6d.per number. 
Educational screen, published by the Educational 
Screen, Inc. Publication Office, Pontiac, IIl., 
64, East Lake St., Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 10 nos. 
$2 p.a. + $1 postage. 25 cents per number. 
BASIC LIST OF FILMS IN FILM LIBRARY 
So = Sound Sl = Silent 


NATURE STUDY 
Length 


Leaves 

Monkey Business 
Moths 

Nature’s Wonders, I 
Nature’s Wonders, II 
Nature’s Wonders, III 


Plant 
Plant 
Pond 


Growth 
Traps 
Insects 


Plants, Roots of 

Seed Dispersal 

Spiders 

Under and Over the Moors 
When Winter Comes 


SOCIAL SCIENCE 


British Navy, A 
British Navy, B 

Daily Bread 

Dental Campaign 
Farmer’s Day 

Futter’s Curiosities, I 
Futter’s Curiosities, IT 
Land of Invention 
Royal Review 

School Activities 


GEOGRAPHY 


(Historical, Geographical, Economical) 
Atlantic (Diagrammatic) 
Cairo to the Pyramids 
Cairo, Streets of 
Cargoes 

Chiltern Country 
Delacarlia 

Duchy of Cornwall 
Father Nile 

Fishing the Fjords 

Five Faces (Malaya and Singapore) 
Home of the Sheik 

India, Pageantry of 

Land of Enchantment (Japan) 
London River 

Merseyside 

Mexico of the Indians 
Midsummer in Sweden 


INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE 


1/56 
2/57 
3/58 
4/59 
5/60 
6/61 
7/62 
8/63 


Paris 
Steel 


Highway 


Airscrew 
Apple, The 
British Made 


Coal, 


Wealth from 


Transfer of Power 
Rubber for the Road 


Springs 


Steel 


g 
Goes to Sea (in Afrikaans). 


in ft. 
400 So 
400 So 
400 So 
630 So 
310 So 
400 So 
400 So 
400 So 
400 So 


PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE 
Beginners Please (Phys. Ed.) 370 So 
Eighteen Girls and a Horse (Phys.Ed.) 300 So 
Fitness Wins the Game (Phys. Ed.) 410 So 
Five Fit Fellows (Phys. Ed.) 420 So 
Four and Twenty Fit Girls (Phys.Ed.) 420 So 
Invitation to the Dance (Phys. Ed.) 330 So 
Twenty Men anda Leader (Phys.Ed.) 410 So 
Confessions of a Cold 390 S 


Aphids 

Beach and Sea Animals 
Beetles 

Behind the Scenes 
Birds of a Feather 
Butterflies 

Dodder, The 

Flowers at Work 

Frog, The 


1/64 
2/65 
3/66 
4/67 
5/68 
6/69 
7/70 
8/71 


400 So 
400 So 
400 So 


Fungus Plants 
Housefly, The 


N 12/12 How Nature Protects Animals 
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9/72 
10/73 
11/74 


Fly Dangers 


Jinks 


Preventing Disease 


111 
13/13 400 So 
14/14 350 So 
ae 15/15 400 So 
220 So 
my 8/18 250 So 
191 400 S 
19/19 
20/20 400 So 
be 
b- 22/22 400 s 
23/23 
24/24 400 So 
280 
He 25/25 
ul 26/26 400 So 
vn 
650 So 
2/38 680 
“3 260 So 
| 3/29 Se 
4/30 
370 So 
: 7/33 350 So 
4 380 So 
570 
9/35 
10/36 400 
al | 
: 950 So 
A 3/39 330 So 
300 S 
300 SI 
rie 370 So 
550 So 
8/44 620 SI 
9/45 390 So 
| 12/48 260 So 
330 So 
13/49 330 § 
14/5 
300 So 
400 Sl 
re 360 So 
400 So 
18/54 
19/55 420 SI 
750 So 
400 So 
330 So 
330 So 
330 So 
400 31 
470 So 
1/1 
2/2 
3/3 
4/4 
5/5 
6/6 
3/8 
8/8 
360 SI 
| 400 SI 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
Atmosphere, The Work of the 
Gravitation of Liquids 
Rivers, The Work of 
Volcanoes in Action 
Water, the Work of 
Wearing Away of the Land 

MUSIC 
W. Christie at the Keyboard (Double) 350 So 
2nd Hungarian Rhapsody 390 So 
Overture 1812 390 So 
Zampa 300 So 


380 So 

75 So 
380 So 
390 So 
420 So 
420 So 


1/75 
2/76 
3/77 
4/78 
5/79 
6/80 


1/81 
2/82 
3/83 
4/84 


ADDITIONAL FILMS FOR HIRE: 
UNCLASSIFIED 


—/85 The Story of Wool 
—/86 Architects of England 
—/87 City of Progress (London) 


2 reels 700 
1 reel 400 
1 reel 400 


S “$.0.S.” (British Life Boat 

Service) 1 reel 400 

Hydraulics 2 reels 448 

Morning Paper (In Afrikaans) 1 reel 400 

Learning to Live 1 reel 

Land of Invention (Scotland, 
in Afrikaans) 

Ulster 

Royal Road (Their Majesties 
and the Princesses) 

Sea Scouts 

Turn of the Furrow (Farming 
in England) 

Sheepdog (Sheep-farming in 
Wales, dramatically told) 

Campanians 

Heart of the Empire 

How the Telephone Works 

Out of the Night 


1 reel 
1 reel 


1 reel 
1 reel 


1 reel 


1 reel 
1 reel 
1 reel 
1 reel 
1 reel 


BOEK-OORSIG 


Ons mag in ons kritiek op Afrikaanse kinderleesstof 
gladnie te kras wees nie, aangesien die terrein nog baie 
jonk is en aanmoediging nodig het. 

In my resensie wil ek graag drie boeke behandel en 
my beskeie opinie oor elk gee. Ek het veral vir seuns 
boeke gekies aangesien dié groep van ons jeug liewer 
Comics en Wild West boeke lees waarin hulle uiting vind 
vir hulle awontuurlus. 

Otjie en Piet, deur C. M. Welsford, is uitgegee deur 
J. L. van Schaik (3s. 6d.) in ’n redelike goeie band. 
Die druk is goed met swart en wit illustrasies. Die 
boekie handel oor die ervaring van ’n klein varkie. 
Hy voel baie verontwaardig dat hy alleen in sy hok 
moet staan en probeer eg kinderlik om vriende te maak 
met die hoenders, die kat, die hond en al die ander 
diere, deur pap, mielies en modderkoeke aan hulle aan 
te bied. 7 

Hy vind ’n baie goeie maat in Piet, die kaffertjie wat 
net so lui is as hy, net so lief vir son, modder en water. 
Hy probeer in die een geval om by sy nooi in goeie 
guns te kom deur die plantjies in die tuin los te werk. 
Maar weer maak hy ’n fout deur die plantjies se wortels 
te veel lug te gee. In ’n poging om Piet te help deur self 
sy kos te gaan haal maak hy weer ’n fout (bl. 59). 

Waar Otjie tentoonstelling-toe gaan vind ons dat hy 
van almal raad kry, die bul, die perd, die hen, die kalf 
en ook die babetjie. Hy probeer almal se raad volg 
om vir die nooi ’n silwerbeker te verkry en vir Piet ’n 
nuwe pak klere (bl. 84). Die boek is geskik vir kinders 
van 10-13 jaar en sal baie geniet word. 

Moffie en sy maats, deur A. Wessels. Uitgewers 
J. L. van Schaik (5s.). Weereens het ons ’n seunsver- 
haal vir seuns van 12-16. 

Die ervaring by die dorpskool. Op die eerste mére 
by die skool reeds al ’n vuisgeveg om te sien wie die 
sterkste is. Alhoewel onderwysers nie van die idee hou 
dat seuns moet baklei nie is dit tog ’n gedwonge nood- 
saaklikheid. Die bakleiers word uitstekend maats en 
speel saam, swem saam, en terg saam. Hulle ervaring 
op ’n plaas is baie goed deur die skrywer uitgebeeld en 
ons lag saam as ons dit lees toe hulle kalwers ry en 
gesig eerste in die nat kraal val. Hulle skielike siekte as 
gevolg van ’n mengsel van pa se tabak en die eeuoue 
kindertabak met sy oorsprong uit die stal, en die ver- 
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klappery om nie nog brandewyn boonop in te jaag as 
pa wil dokter nie, is uitstekend geskets. 

Wat ek nie mag nalaat om te noem nie is die groot 
kanse wat hulle vat. Die brutaliteit teenoor ’n onder- 
wyser is egter baie onwaarskynlik en dus nie heilsaam 
vir ’n kinderbrein nie. 

Die beste gedeelte van die boek m.i. is waar hulle 
teen ’n naburige skool gaan voetbal speel. Die ophef 
wat gemaak word is baie tipies en die poging van elke 
seun om die held te wees terwille van die nooientjie 
wat ook op die pawiljoen sit. 

Baie lomp is ’n seun se woordeskat op hierdie leef- 
tyd en veral as hulle ’n liefdesverklaring wil doen. ’n 
Pragtige stukkie kuns en ’n plompe einde is tiepies (175). 

Die Skat van Robbeneiland, deur I. D. du Plessis. 
Uitgewers Nasionale Pers (5s.). Die druk is effens klein 
maar baie duidelik. 

In hierdie boek tref ons aan die verhaal van drie 
seuns wat deur die lewe baie hardhandig behandel was 
en besluit het om na die stad te vlug om daar die lewe 
opnuut te begin. 

Hulle ontmoeting is blote toeval. Daarna vlug hulle 
in bote, vervaardig uit nuwe sinkplate, na Robbeneiland 
met ’n voorraad kos en komberse. Lg. word van hulle 
gesteel. Die onverfynde Noldus se wraakplanne teen 
die dief word baie goed uitgebeeld, en daarteenoor die 
vrees wat Apie het vir die dief met sy wilde 0é en ver- 
waaide hare. 

Nadat hulle deur die dief, wat ook ’n moordenaar 
was, verdryf was roep hulle die hulp van ’n geregsdien- 
aar in deur wie se hulp Arendse gevang word. 

Die beloning vir die informasie is vir hulle ’n groot 
saak en nou wil Noldus vir sy maats op die dokke gaan 
wys wat hy het. Apie verlang na sy tante en wil graag 
teruggaan en Gert sien uit na sy grootste ambisie wat 
verwesenlik sal word, nl. dat hy die regte kan studeer. 

Eg na ’n seun van 12-16 jaar se hart ontdek hulle in 
die grot wat hulle as tuiste gehad het, ’n kruis teen die 
dak. Hulle vermoed dat dit die kruis is wat hulle op 
*n Portuguese perkamentrol gesien het en dadelik begin 
hulle reg onder die kruis grawe om ’n trommel met 
goue munt te vind. Die boek val goed in die smaak 
van seuns wat vol awontuur-lus is en die drie wees- 
kinders is helde in hulle oé. H. P. MuLpER 
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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS 


South African Libraries is the official organ of the South 
African Library Association. It is sent free to Full 
Members, whose Annual Subscriptions (10s. 6d.) 
have been paid to The Hon. Secretary, P.O. Box 246, 
Germiston, on or before 1. July. The Price to Non- 
Members is 10s. 6d. per annum and 3s. post free, 
per single copy, obtainable from The Honorary 
Assistant Editor, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Milner Park, Johannesburg. 

Contributions, Correspondence, and Discussion are 
invited on all subjects—in Afrikaans and/or in 
English—within the scope of S.A.L. 

Articles on Library problems and Bibliography, espe- 
cially Africana, are solicited. The Association does 


not hold itself responsible for opinions expressed by 
contributors of papers. 

Copy should reach the Editor at least one month 
before publication, z.e. by 1. June for the July issue, 
1, September for October, 1. December for January, 
and 1. March for April. 

Books and Library publications, such as Bulletins, 
Catalogues, and Reports sent for notice and review 
will eventually be placed in the Association’s Library, 
P.O. Box 397, Pretoria. 

Notes and News of Library Activities, Buildings & Al- 
terations, Appointments & Retirements are welcome. 

Newspaper Cuttings should be scored, dated, and 
identified. 
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. Coerzer, P. C. Education for library 
service (7d. post free). 


. Hean, J. Kinderlektuur in Afrikaans 
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of the Union of South Africa 
(7d. post free). 
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type-faces (1s. post free). 
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Bibliographia Series 


No. 3. 


. Lamier, P.W. Pre-Victorian prod- 
ucts of the Cape press (3s. 6d. post 
free). 


. FREER, P. and others. A Summary of 
South African library legislation 


Bibliography of South African 
libraries and librarianship (O.P.).* 
No. 4. HARTMANN, E. Memorandum on libra- 
ry courses for teachers (9d. post free). 


* Reprinted in UNION oF SouTH AFRICA. a. 
mental committee on the libraries of South 
Africa. Pretoria: Govt. Printer, 1937 (2s.) 
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